BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE
BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NO: 2016 NB 243

IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF: ) F I LED
TRACI LYNN RUSCIO, R.N,, ) SEP 14 2016
LICENSE NO: 28207138A )

Indiana Professional
Licensing Agency

SUMMARY SUSPENSION EXTENSION ORDER

The Indiana State Board Of Nursing (“Board™) at its regularly scheduled meeting on
August 18, 2016, held in the Auditorium of the Indiana Government Center South, 302 West
Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, pursuant to the authority of Ind. Code Ch. 4-
21.5-4-1 and Ind. Code § 25-1-9-10, by a vote of 5-0-0, EXTENDS THE SUMMARY
SUSPENSION of the license held by Traci Lynn Ruscio R.N., (“Respondent”) for an additional
(90)days, as the Board finds that an emergency exists and that Respondent represents a clear and
immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed to practice nursing in the State of
Indiana.

The State of Indiana (“Petitioner”) was represented by Drake T. Land, Deputy Attorney
General. Respondent failed to appear in person or with counsel.

This NON-FINAL emergency order is based on evidence of supporting the following
findings:

1. Respondent is a Registered Nurse (“R.N.”} in the State of Indiana, having been
pranted R.N. License Number 28207138 on January 29, 2013, by the Board.

2. Respondent’s address on file with the Board is 1139 Ebeling, South Bend, Indiana

46615.




3. This Board has jurisdiction to suspend Respondent’s license in accordance with
Ind. Code 4-21.5-4 ¢t seq. and Ind. Code 25-1-9-10,

4, On March 7, 2016, the Director of Pharmacy at Memorial was made aware of
possible drug diversion involving Respondent. A full audit of Respondent’s narcotic transaction
history was conducted the same day.

5. A full review of Respondent’s Hydromorphone (“Dilaudid™) transactions for a six
month period, from September 9, 2015 to March 7, 2016, revealed multiple suspicious Pyxis
station Dilaudid withdrawals,

6. The audit demonstrated Respondent’s suspicious withdrawals of Dilaudid began in
September, 2015.

7. On January 26, 2016 Respondent’s suspicious behavior became more frequent.
Between January 26, 2016 and March 5, 2016 Respondent vended twenty-one (21) doses of
Dilaudid which were either never administered or which showed the full vended amount as wasted.

8. On March 14, 2016, Respondent was interviewed by the Memorial Hospital Chief
of Police. Respondent admitted that she began stealing Dilaudid prior to having surgery in
November, 2015. Following the surgery, Respondent was prescribed Oxycodone. The prescribed
Oxycodone was not sufficiently managing Respondent’s pain. Respondent continued diverting
Dilaudid to aid in pain management.

9. Respondent admitted that any time Dilaudid was charted as vended but not
administered, or anytime Dilaudid was charted as vended and the full amount wasted, Respondent

was diverting the Dilaudid for personal use.



10. At the time of the interview, Respondent’s pain management prescription was still

active but her dosage had been lowered. Respondent stated she had been supplementing with

diverted Dilaudid.

11.  Onor about March 14, 2016, Respondent resigned her employment at Memorial.

12. On March 14, 2016, Memorial submitted a Form 106 Report of Theft or Loss of
Controlled Substances to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. The Form 106 reported
Dilaudid confirmed as stolen (employee pilferage) as:

e Nine (9) ml of - Hydromorphone 1mg/ml syringe
e One(1)mlof - Hydromorphone HCL1mg/ml ampule
e Fourteen (14) ml of - Hydromorphone 2mg/ml vial

13.  Respondent has not contacted the Indiana State Nurses Assistance Program.

14.  Asofthe date of filing, Respondent is not being monitored while maintaining active
nursing license.

15.  Respondent’s addiction to and/or abuse of controlled substances and alcohol poses
a threat of harm to the public if allowed to continue to practice, which constitutes a clear and
immediate danger to the public health and safety.

WHEREFORE, RESPONDENT IS ORDERED to immediately cease all acts

constituting the practice of nursing for a period of 90 days from the date of this Order.



SO ORDERED, this !_[ZZZI day of September, 2016; this Order is effective as of

August 18, 2016.

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

Natalie Hall, R.N.
Board President
Indiana State Board of Nursing
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the “Extension of Summary Suspension Order” has been duly served

upon:

Traci Lynn Ruscio

1139 Ebeling

South Bend, Indiana 46615
Service by U.S. Mail

Drake T. Land

8005 Castleway Drive
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250
Drake.Land@atg.in.gov
Service by Email

Indiana State Board of Nursing
Indiana Government Center South
402 West Washington St., Room W072

Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone: 317-234-2043
Fax: 317-233-4236
Email: pla2@pla.in.gov

Explanation of Service Methods

/‘ﬂoﬂ (APt

Lisa Chapman, Litigation Specialist

Personal Service: by delivering a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) personally.
Service by U.S. Mail: by serving a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) by First Class U.8. Mail, postage prepaid.
Service by Email: by sending a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) to the individual’s electronic mail address.




