
BEFORE THE INDIANA 

STATE BOARD OF NURSING 

CAUSE NUMBER: 2024 NB 0054
IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSES OF: ) 

) 

) 
MARIA SAMUEL, R.N. 

LICENSE NUMBER: 28190337A/C (ACTIVE) ) 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT 

Petitioner, the State of Indiana, by counsel, Deputy Attorney General Ryan P. Eldridge, 

pursuant to Ind. Code § 25-1-7-7 and Ind. Code ch. 4-21.5-3, brings this Administrative Complaint 

before the Indiana State Board of Nursing against the Indiana nursing licenses of Maria Samuel, 

R.N. (“Respondent”) for violations of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4. In support, Petitioner states and 

alleges the following: 

FACTS 

Parties 

1. The Office of the Attorney General (“OAG”) is empowered under Ind. Code § 25-

1-7-7 to prosecute this action on behalf of Petitioner against Respondent’s license.

2. Respondent is a Registered Nurse (“R.N.”) in the State of Indiana. The Board

issued Respondent license number 28190337A on June 8, 2010, which is set to expire on 

October 31, 2025.  

3. Respondent also holds a compact R.N. license (License No. 28190337C). The

license was issued on October 14, 2021, which is set to expire on October 31, 2025. 

4. Respondent’s address on file with the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency

(“IPLA”) is 820 South Buckeye Street, Kokomo, Indiana 46901. 
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Jurisdiction 

5. On December 3, 2021, the OAG received a consumer complaint filed against 

Respondent, and an investigation was then conducted as authorized by Ind. Code § 25-1-7-

5(b)(4).  

6. After investigation, the OAG determined that the complaint had merit, and, 

accordingly, a copy of that consumer complaint is being submitted to the Board herewith as 

Exhibit A.   

7. The OAG having tendered a meritorious complaint, the Board has jurisdiction to 

hear this matter under Ind. Code § 25-1-7-5(b)(1).  

8. Further, at all times relevant, Respondent was a “practitioner” as that term is 

defined by Ind. Code § 25-1-9-2.  

9. As such, the Board has authority to hear this case and to impose any of the 

sanctions enumerated under Ind. Code § 25-1-9-9.  

Respondent’s Misconduct  

Indiana HomeCare 

10. On June 14, 2021, Respondent was hired by Indiana HomeCare as a Registered 

Nurse.  

11. On November 27, 2021, Respondent was scheduled to complete a home visit for a 

patient.  

12. On or about November 28, 2021, Respondent completed documentation for the 

visit including a full set of vitals and her signature.  

13. HomeCare determined that the patient was not present at the home on November 

27, 2021, and in fact had been in the hospital since November 22, 2021.  
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14. On December 1, 2021, Respondent’s contract with Indiana HomeCare was 

terminated based on falsification of nursing documentation. 

Renewal Application in 2023 

15. On or about July 21, 2023, Respondent submitted her R.N. renewal application.  

16. Question 5 reads, “Since you were last renewed, have you ever been terminated, 

reprimanded, disciplined, or demoted in the scope of your practice as a Nurse or as another 

health care professional?” 

17. Respondent answered “N” to Question 5. Respondent’s answer in the negative to 

Question 5 at the time of her renewal application submission was a false and material statement 

in that Respondent was required to answer each of the renewal questions honestly.  

18. Respondent had knowledge that Respondent’s answer was false at the time in 

which Respondent answered “no” on the renewal application to Question 5, because Respondent 

has been terminated by Indiana HomeCare in December 2021.  

19. Respondent’s intent was to deceive IPLA or anyone reviewing the renewal 

application.  

20. IPLA and the Board relies upon true and accurate renewal questionaries to 

determine worthiness of renewal of licensure.  

21. Respondent’s fraud or material deception in her false answer to Question 5, 

deprived IPLA and the Board of its ability to adequately determine worthiness of renewal of 

licensure. 

CHARGES 

22. Paragraphs one (1) through twenty-one (21) are incorporated by reference.  
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Count 1 

Renewal Fraud 

 

23. Respondent’s actions constitute a violation of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(1)(A) in that 

Respondent has engaged in or knowingly cooperated in fraud or material deception in order to 

obtain a license to practice as evidenced by Respondent’s failure to reveal her December 2021 

termination on her 2023 renewal.  

Count 2 

Falsification of Nursing Documentation 

 

24. Respondent’s conduct constitutes a violation of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(3) in that 

Respondent has knowingly violated any state statute or rule, or federal statute or regulation, 

regulating the profession in question as evidenced by Respondent’s violation of 848 IAC 2-2-

3(6). Specifically, Respondent violated 848 IAC 2-2-3(6) by falsifying documentation for a 

nursing visit for November 27, 2021.   

REQUESTED RELIEF 

ACCORDINGLY, Petitioner requests that the Board to issue an order against Respondent 

that: 

I. Imposes one or more of the disciplinary sanctions authorized by Ind. Code § 25-1-9-9; 

II. Directs Respondent to pay all of the costs incurred in the prosecution of this case, as 

authorized by Ind. Code § 25-1-9-15;  

III. Directs Respondent to pay a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) to be deposited into the Health 

Records and Personal Identifying Information Protection Trust Fund pursuant to Ind. 

Code § 4-6-14-10(b); and 

IV. Provides any other relief the Board deems just and proper.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

THEODORE E. ROKITA 

Indiana Attorney General 

Attorney No. 18857-49 

        

      By:  

Ryan Eldridge 

       Deputy Attorney General 

       Attorney No.: 34578-49 

 

 

Office of Attorney General Todd Rokita  

302 West Washington Street 

Indiana Government Center South, 5th Floor 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Email: Ryan.eldridge@atg.in.gov 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that on the 18th day of March, 2024, a true and correct copy of this 

Administrative Complaint was served upon the below-listed party or parties:  

Maria Samuel 

820 South Buckeye Street 

Kokomo, Indiana 46901 

By U.S. Mail  

       

 
_______________________ 

Ryan Eldridge 

       Deputy Attorney General 

       Attorney No.: 34578-49 
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