BEFORE THE INDIANA
STATE BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NO. 2001 NB 020

STATE OF INDIANA,

FILED

Petitioner, ‘
v. FEB 2 1 2002
KAREN PIPES, L.P.N HEALTH PROFESSIONS
049379 BUREAU

License No. 27049379,
Respondent.

DECISION VACATING ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE AND MODIFYING
PROBATION

The Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board”) held an administrative
hearing on February 21, 2002, in Room C of the Conference Center, Indiana
Government Center South, 302 West Washington Street, Indianapolis,
Indiana concerning the Order to Show Cause issued by the Board as to why
Karen Pipes (“Respondent”) should not have her license disciplined because
of her suspected failure to comply with the terms of probation on her license.

Shelley Johnson, Deputy Attorney General, represented the State of
Indiana. Respondent appeared in person and waived her right to be
represented by counsel.

The Board, after taking official notice of its file in this matter, voted to
issue the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order:

BACKGROUND

1. Respondent, who has a mailing address of P.O. Box 408, Bedford,
Kentucky 40006, is a practical nurse with license number 27049379.

2. The Board issued timely and proper notice of the date, time and
location of this hearing pursuant to Indiana Code 4-21.5-3-20.

3. The Board is empowered to hold this administrative hearing
pursuant to the authority of Indiana Code 25-1-9-9 and Indiana Code 4-21.5-
3.




4. The Board placed Respondent’s license on probation in May 2001
because she had been addicted to Cocaine, convicted of disorderly conduct
and was disciplined by the Kentucky Board of Nursing as a result.

5. The Board issued an order to show cause on January 7, 2002,
because the Board concluded that the Respondent had not complied with the
terms and conditions placed upon her license. Those conditions included
submitting quarterly reports from her nursing employer a doctor’s order for
drug screens and the results of drug screens.

6. At the hearing on this matter, it became evident that the
Respondent was confused about to whom to submit her reports because she is
also on probation with the Kentucky Board and is obliged to report to them
as well as the Indiana Board.

7. The Respondent had also tested positive for traces of THC but she
attributed that to the fact that she had been living with a person who smoked
Marijuana throughout the day. The Kentucky Board was aware of this
development and chose to take no formal action as a result of it.

8. The Respondent did not strictly comply with the terms and
conditions of probation on her license. But the Board and the parties agree
that it would be expedient to modify the terms of the Respondent’s probation
by having her sign a contract with the Indiana State Nurses Assistance
Program (ISNAP) so that ISNAP may monitor her compliance.

ORDER

Based upon the evidence presented, the Board VACATES its Order to
Show Cause in this matter.

The Board also MODIFIES the Respondent’s probation so that it now
provides as follows:

1. The Respondent’s license as a practical nurse is on INDEFINITE
PROBATION. Respondent may petition to have the probationary order
withdrawn after termination of her contract with the Indiana State Nurses
Assistance Program.

2. The Respondent’s practice of nursing shall be governed by the
following TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

a) Respondent shall keep the Board informed of her residential
address and telephone number at all times.




b) Respondent shall immediately sign a contract with the Indiana
State Nurse’s Assistance Program (ISNAP) and comply with the terms of that
contract.

¢) Respondent shall comply with all statutes and rules regulating the
practice of nursing.

3. The failure of Respondent to comply with the terms of this order
may subject her to a show cause hearing and the imposition of further
sanctions.

SO ORDERED, this ZM day of February, 2002.
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