BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE
BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NO: 2011 NB 151

FILED

IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF: )
)

DELORIS JEAN PIDCOCK, R.N. ) AUG 0 3 2011
) .

LICENSE NO: 28127729A

Indiana Professional
Licensing Agency

FINDINGS OF FACT, ULTIMATE FINDINGS OF FACT,
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER

The Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board”) held a pre-hearing/settlement conference
on June 2, 2011, in the Auditorium of the Indiana State Govenﬁnent Center South, 302 West
Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46204, concerning an Administra.tive Complaint
(“Complaint”) filed against Deloris Jean Pidcock, R.N. (“Respondent™}, on May 20, 201_1.

The State of Indiana (“Petitioner”) was represented by David A. Fieischhacker, Deputy
Attorney General. Respondent did not appear in person or by counsel.

On or about May 24, 2011, the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency sent notice to
Respondent’s last reported address informing Respondent of the date, time, and place of the

Settlement/Pre-Hearing Conference scheduled for June 2,2011. -

A Notice of Propdsed Default Order was issued by the Board on June 2, 2011, after

Re8pondent failed to appear for the scheduled Settlement/Pre-Hearing Conference. The Notice

of Proposed Default Order was sent via certified mail to Respondent on or about June 9, 2011.

. Respondent did not re3pond to the Notice of Proposed Default Order within the time specified by
Indiana law,

The Board, after considering the evidence presented and taking official notice of its file

in this matter, by a vote of 7-0-0, finds Respondent to be in DEFAULT. The Board, by another




vote of 7-0-0, issues the following Findings of Fact, Ultimate Findings of Fact, Conclusions of
Law, and Order:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Respondent’s address on file with the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency is
PO Box 2318, Candler, North .Carolina 28715. Respondent is a Registered Nurse (“R.N.”) in the
State of Indiana having been issue:d license number 28127729A in February 1995. Respondent’s
license expired in October 1997,

2. Respondent is a R.N. in the State of Kentucky having been issued license number
1069792 in March 1992. Respondent’s Kentucky license expired in July 2008.

3. On or about January 24, 2007, Respondent began her employment with
Harborside Healthcare (“Harborside™ in Madisonville, Kentucky. On her employment
application she réSponded, “NC [North Carolinal. . . Since 1995,” to the question, “If you are
registered, certified or licensed in another state or nationally, give state and dates below.”
Respondent did not disclose she also held a license in Indiana at that time.

4, On or about February 28, 2007, Respondent was working as the house supervisor
at Harborside. There was a fire in Patient A’s room. Patient A was in a complete vegetative
state which rendered him unable to esc:;alpe the fire. As a result of the injuries sustained from the
' fire, Patient A died at the University of Louisville Medical Center on March 5, 2007.

5. On or about July 17, 2007, Respondent was counseled and subsequently
suspended by Harbdrside for failing to clock out when leaving the facility to conduct personal
business, failing to perform charge nurse duties when a licensed staff member is on the
medication cart, failing to provide treatment, failing to provide proper supervision of certified

nursing assistants, and failing to call the director of nursing prior to sending non-emergency




transfers to the hospital. Respondent failed to make rounds at the start of her shift and did not
know Patient B had been placed in her area. When Patient B became critically ill, Respendent
yelled at Patient B’s family member, “Just what do you want me to do?” She then refused to call
9-1-1 until Patient B’s family called the director of nursing first. During the same shift,
Respondent also administered morphine to two (2) residents and insulin to several diabetic
patients, but failed to document the administrations.

6. On or about August 2, 2007, Respondent’s employment at Harborside was
terminated for poor work performance, failing to sign that narcotics were administered after she
had signed them out on the narcotic sheets, failing to sign narcotics out after removing narcotics
from the drawer, failing to make rounds on her wing and check her residents for at least five (5)
or six (6) hours, and leaving the facility and conducting personal business while on the clock.

7. On or about June 26, 2008, Respondent admitted to the Kentucky State Police she
entered Patient A’s room with a cigarette lighter on February 28, 2007. Respondent told
investigators that when she left Patient A’s room she knew there was a small fire involving his
bedding matenal, her lighter was the cause of the fire, and she made no attempt to contact
anyone regarding the fire, |

8. On or about June 27, 2008, Respondent was charged with murder and arson in the
first degree in Hopkins Circuit Court in Madisonville, Kentucka, in Case No. 08-CR-213. These

charges resulted from Respondent’s actions involving the death of Patient A.

9. On or about July 1, 2008, Respondent’s license to practice nursing in the State of -

Kentucky was immediately suspended on a temporary basis.
10.  On or about February 19, 2010, Respondent pled guilty to and was convicted of

reckless homicide, a Class D Felony, and first degree arson, a Class A Felony, in Case No. 08-




CR-213 and was sentenced to five (5) years in prison with six-hundred sixty-two (662) days

credited as time served.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Resi:uondent is in violation of Ind, Code § 25-1-9-4(a){(1)(B).

2. Respondent is in vielation of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(2).

3. Respondent is in violation of threel (3) counts of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(4)(B).
4, Respondent is in violation of Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(7).

ULTIMATE FINDINGS OF FACT

Respondent’s violation is cause for disciplinary sanctions which may be imposed singly
or in combination such as censure, a letter of reprimand, probation, suspension, or revocation and
a ﬁne-ﬁp to the amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation as detailed in Ind. Code §

25199,
ORDER

Based upon the above Findings of Fact, the Board issues the following Order:

1: Respondent’s Indiana nursing license is hereby placed on INDEFINITE
SUSPENSION for NINETY NINE (99) YEARS.

2. | Respondent, within ninety (90) da‘ys of the ﬁinal Order, shall pay a FINE in the
amount of TWQ HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($250.00) payable to the Indiana
Professional Licensing Agency. The fine, payable by check or moriey order, should
be sent to:

Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
Attn: Nursing, Group 2

402 West Washington Street, Room W072
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204




3. Respondent shall, within ninety (90) days of the Final Order, pursuant to Ind. Code §
4-6-14-10(b), pay a FEE of FIVE DOLLARS ($5.00) io be deposited into the Health
Records and Personal Identifying Information Protection Trust Fund. This fee shall

be paid by check or money order payable to the State of Indiana, and submitied to the

following address:
Office of the Indiana Atiorney General
Attn: Katie Thorpe
302 West Washington Street, 5 Floor
Indianapolis, IN 46204
. Respondent shall, within ninety (90) days of the Final Order, pay COSTS in the
amount of TWENTY-SEVEN DOLLARS ($27.00) payable to the Office of the
Indiana Attorney General, and submitted to the following address:
Office of the Indiana Attorney General
Attn: Katie Thorpe
302 West Washington Street, 5™ Floor
Indianapolis, IN 46204
. Respondent shall, within ninety (90) days of the Final Order, pay COSTS in the

amount of NINETY-FOUR DOLLARS AND TWENTY-EIGHT CENTS ($94.28)

payable to the Indiana Professional Licehsing Agency. The costs, payable by check

or money order, should be sent to:
Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
Attn: Nursing, Group 2
402 West Washington Street, Room W072
~ Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
6. Respondent’s violation of this Final Order or any non-compliance with the

statutes or regulations regarding the practice of nursing may result in Petitioner requesting a

summary suspension of Respondent’s license, an Order to Show Cause as may be issued by the




Board, or a new cause of action pursuant to Ind. Code § 25-1-9-4, any or all of which could lead

to additional sanctions, up to and including a revocation of Respondent’s license.

SO ORDERED this { 23 day of August, 2011.

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

s L. Kelly
ecutive Director
diana Professional Licensing Agency

Copies to:

Deloris Jean Pidcock

PO Box 2318

Candler, NC 28715

SENT CERTIFIED MAIL NO: 91 7190 0005 2720 6009 9348
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

David A. Fleischhacker

Deputy Attorney General

Office of the Indiana Attorney General
Indiana Government Center South

302 West Washington Street, 5th Floor
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2770




