BEFORE THE INDIANA STATE
BOARD OF NURSING
CAUSE NUMBER: 2019 NB 0100

FILED

IN THE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF: )

SARAH ELAINE PHILLIPS, R.N., ) APR 0'8 2019
LICENSE NO: 28194677A )
indiana Professional
Licensing Agency

SUMMARY SUSPENSION ORDER

On March 19, 2019, the State of Indiana (“Petitioner”), by Deputy Attorney General
Patricia Gibson, and Sarah Elaine Phillips, R.N. (“Respondent™) filed a Petition for Agreed
Summary Suspension. The Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board™), reviewed the Petition at
its regularly scheduled meeting on March 21, 2019, in the Auditorium of the Indiana
Government Center South, 402 West Washington Street, Indianapolis, Indiana. Pursuant to the
authority of Ind. Code § 4-21.5-4-1 and Ind. Code § 25-1-9-10, by a vote of 7 - 0 - 0, the
Board accepts the Petition and SUMMARILY SUSPENDS the nursing license held by
Respondent, for ninety (90) days, as the Board finds that an emergency exists and that
Respondent represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if allowed
to continue to practice as a nurse in the State of Indiana.

This NON-FINAL emergency order is based on evidence supporting the following findings:

1. Respondent is a Registered Nurse (“RN”) in the State of Indiana having been
issued license number 28194677A on January 19, 2011.

2. Respondent’s address on file with the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
(“IPLA”) is 312 East O’Bannon Street, Morganﬁéld Kentucky, 42437.

3. Respondent is also an RN in the Commonwealth of Kentucky having been

issued license number 1128235 on July 29, 2011.




4. This Board has jurisdiction to suspend Respondent’s license in accordance with

the provisions of Ind. Code ch. 4-21.5-4 and Ind. Code § 25-1-9-10.
» ”5. On January 9, 2019, the Kentucky Board of Nursing (“KYBON”) placed

Re;sﬁdni"ient’.isv Kentucky nursing license on Immediate Temporary Suspension.

6. | The Immediate Temporary Suspension’s Findings of Fact state Respondent
adm1tted divertlng pain medication from two patients while employed as a home health nurse.

7. The KYBON issued a referral to their substance use disorder program, KARE,
for Respondent. Respondent has not yet had her substance use evaluation.

8. On March 4, 2019, Respondent informed IPLA of the suspension of her
Kentucky nursing license and admitted to having a substance use disorder.

0. Based on the facts stated above, Respondent presents a clear and immediate
danger to the public’s health and safety if allowed to continue to practice nursing in Indiana.

WHEREFORE, RESPONDENT IS ORDERED to immediately cease and desist all
acts constituting the practice of Nursing for a period of ninety (90) days from the effective
date of this Order.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall immediately surrender all
indicia of licensure, including her pocket licenses and wall license, to the Board in care of
Indiana Professional Licensing Agency, 402 West Washington Street, Room WO072,

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.
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SO ORDERED, this 4” day of April , 2019; this Order is effective as of the

21% day of March, 2019.

INDIANA STATE BOARD OF NURSING

By: Qnazm pIm gég / %

Kim Cooper, R.N.
Board President
Indiana State Board of Nursing

[BALANCE OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the “Summary Suspension Order” has been duly served upon:

Sarah Phillips

312 East O’Bannon Street
Morganfield, KY 42437
Service by US Mail

Patricia Gibson

Indiana Government Center South, Fifth Floor
302 West Washington Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2770

Service by Email

d,/ l/ g Wi , QW
’ h { . . . . .
Date Lisa Chapman, Litigation Coordinator

Indiana State Board of Nursing

Indiana Government Center South

402 West Washington St., Room W072
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Phone: 317-234-2043

Fax: 317-233-4236

Email: pla2@pla.in.gov

Explanation of Service Methods

Personal Service: by delivering a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) personally. ,

Service by U.S. Mail: by serving a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) by First Class U.S. Mail, postage prepaid.

Service by Email: by sending a true copy of the aforesaid document(s) to the individual’s electronic mail address.




