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COMPLAINT

This complaint is brought against the medical license of Tammy Sue Northcutt, R.N.
(“Respondent”), by the Office of the Attorney General, by counsel, Deputy Attorney General,
Laura E. Wilford on behalf of the State of Indiana (“Petitioner”) and pursuant to Indiana Code §
25-1-7-7, Ind. Code §25-1-5-3, Ind. Code §25-23-1-7 et seq., the Administrative Orders and
Procedures Act, Ind. Code § 4-21.5-3 et seq. and Ind. Code § 25-1-9-1 et seq., and in support
alleges and states:

FACTS

1. The Respondent’s address on file with the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
is 1126 S. 20™ Street, New Castle, Indiana 47362 and she is a Registered Nurse in the State of
Indiana having been issued license number 28110392A on September 14, 1990. Respondent’s
Indiana nursing license is set to expire on October 31, 2007.

2. On or around September 10, 2002, Respondent began employment as a nurse at
Hancock Memorial Hospital and Health Services (“Hancock Memorial”) located in Greenfield,
Indiana.

3. On or around December 1, 2003, Respondent’s employment with Hancock

Memorial was terminated. A controlled substance audit of Respondent’s Pyxis withdrawals of




narcotics revealed numerous discrepancies including lack of documentation that the drugs were
administered to patients, lack of orders for some drugs withdrawn, and drugs withdrawn for
patients not in the Respondent’s care. When interviewed regarding the discrepancies,
Respondent admitted to taking medication from the Pyxis for her personal use.

4, On or around January 7, 2004, Respondent received a temporary Registered Nurse
work permit from the Ohio Board of Nursing,.

5. On or around April 28, 2004, Respondent entered into a five (5) year Recovery
Monitoring Agreement with ISNAP. Respondent had been given an opiate dependence
diagnosis.

6. On or around June 14, 2004, Respondent began employment as a nurse at Fayette
Memorial Hospital (“Fayette™) located in Connersville, Indiana.

7. On or around July 7, 2004, Respondent’s temporary Registered Nurse work
permit from the Ohio Board of Nursing expired.

8. On or around June 15, 2005, Respondent was indicted in Allen County, Ohio on
two (2) counts of Theft of Drugs under case number CR20040096. Indictment was based on
Respondent admittance that she diverted controlled substances for personal use from St. Rita’s
Medical Center located in Lima, Ohio while under contract as a traveling for American Mobile.

9. On or around September 7, 2005, Respondent completed her Indiana nursing
renewal online. Respondent answered “NO,” to question number three (3) which asks, “Since
you last renewed, have you been charged with or convicted of a crime, or have charges been
dismissed?”

10.  On or around March 2, 2006, Respondent’s employment with Fayette was

terminated. Fayette noted that the Respondent has increased symptoms of possible impairment




including red eyes, memory lapses, change in outside appearance and temperament, and
increased illegible handwriting. Fayette staff requested Respondent to take a urine drug screen.
Respondent then left the premises to smoke a cigarette and drink some liquids. After two
unsuccessful attempts to procure a urine sample from the Respondent, staff requested a blood
specimen. Respondent refused to provide the sample. She was then escorted from the building
by security. Respondent later admitted to relapsing on Vicodin.

11.  On or around June 9, 2006, Respondent began employment as a nurse for
Advantage Home Health Care (“Advantage™) without authorization from ISNAP.

12. On or around July 20, 2006, the Court of Common Pleas in Allen County, Ohio
found the Respondent eligible for Intervention in Lieu of Conviction for her indictment under
case number CR20040096 based on Respondent’s acceptance into Clarian’s Behavioral Care
Center.

13. On or around August 22, 2006, Respondent was admitted to the Emergency Room
at Margaret Mary Community Hospital located in Batesville, Indiana. Respondent was working
as a home health nurse and passed out at a client’s house. Respondent urine drug screen showed
a positive reéult for benzodiazepines.

14.  On or around October 17, 2006, Respondent quit her employment with Advantage
after Advantage staff requested she submit to a hair sample test for controlled substances.

15.  On or around October 18, 2006, Respondent began employment as a nurse at
Danville Regional Rehabilitation Center located in Danville, Indiana.

16.  On or around November 5, 2006, an investigation was initiated after it was

discovered that the Respondent signed out from the Emergency Drug Kit notably higher amounts

of narcotics for patients than normal. Respondent signed out and documented that she




administered not only the routine narcotic medications for three patients, but also administered
several PRN doses of narcotics that the patients deny receiving. Respondent also signed and
documented that she administered a dose PRN narcotic to a patient contrary to the time schedule
ordered by the physician. The patient denied receiving this dose as well.

17.  On or around November 5, 2006, Respondent’s employment with Danville was
suspended pending investigation into allegations that the Respondent had falsified documentation
and diverted narcotics.

18.  On or around November 6, 2006, The Court of Common Pleas in Allen County,
Ohio determined that the Respondent successfully complied with the rules governing
Intervention in Lieu of Conviction Program and her criminal charges were dismissed.

19.  On or around November 13, 2006, Respondent’s employment with Danville was
terminated for medication error and misappropriation.

20.  On or around April of 2007, Respondent again relapsed and began treatment at the
Julian Center.

COUNT 1

1. Respondent violated Indiana Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(1)(A) in that the Respondent
engage in material deception in order to obtain a license to practice as evidenced by
Respondent’s failure to disclose on her 2006 Indiana nursing license renewal that she had
criminal charges pending in Ohio.

2. Respondent’s failure to comply with the above referenced standards is cause for
disciplinary sanctions which may be imposed singly or in combination such as censure, a letter of

reprimand, probation, suspension, or a revocation of license, and a fine up to the amount of

$1000.00 per violation, as detailed at Ind. Code § 25-1-9-9.




COUNT I

1. Respondent violated Indiana Code § 25-1-9-4(a)(4)(D) in that the Respondent has
continued to practice although the Respondent has become unfit to practice due to addiction to
abuse of, or severe dependency to alcohol or other drugs that endanger the public by impairing
her ability to practice safely as evidenced by Respondent’s diversion of narcotics from Hancock
Memorial, Respondent’s diagnosis of opioid dependence, Respondent’s working as a nurse while
impaired , Respondent’s diversion of narcotics in Ohio resulting in her participating in an
Intervention in Lieu of Conviction program, and Respondent’s positive urine drug screens and
relapses while in ISNAP.

2. Respondent’s failure to comply with the above referenced standards is cause for
disciplinary sanctions which may be imposed singly or in combination such as censure, a letter of
reprimand, probation, suspension, or a revocation of license, and a fine up to the amount of
$1000.00 per violation, as detailed at Ind. Code § 25-1-9-9.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner demands an order against the Respondent that:

1. Imposes the appropriate disciplinary sanction;

2. Directs Respondent to immediately pay all costs incurred in the prosecution of
this case; and;

3. Provides any further relief as the Board deems just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Carter,
Attorney General of Indiana

E. Wilford
Deputy Attorney General
Attorney No.: 24446-49




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the “Complaint” has been duly served upon the Respondent listed

below, by United States mail, first-class, postage prepaid, on this / 5 # day of

__444204/ ,2007.

Tammy Sue Northcutt, R.N.
1126 S. 20" Street
New Castle, IN 47362

a E. Wilford
Deputy Attorney General
Attorney No.: 24446-49

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Indiana Government Center South

302 West Washington Street, Fifth Floor
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2770
Telephone Number (317) 234-2600




