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BEFORE THE INDIANA
STATE BOARD OF NURSING _
CAUSE NUMBER: 9¢ #8 <57

STATE OF INDIANA, )
)
Petitioner, )
v. ) FILED
)
SANDRA D. NELSON, RN., ) JUN 16 1999
License No.: 28133989, ) MEALTH PRO
) BUREALS
Respondent. )
COMPLAINT

The State of Indiana (“Petitioner”), by counsel, Jeffrey A. Modisett, Attorney General of
Indiana, by Cassandra Ashley-Jordan, Deputy Attorney General, pursuant to Indiana Code § 25-
1-7-7 (a} files its Complaint against Sandra D. Nelson, R.N. (“Respondent™), and in support
alleges:

1. The Attorney General of Indiana is empowered to bring disciplinary complaints in the name
of the State of Indiana before the Indiana State Board of Nursing (“Board”) pursuant to
Indiana Code § 25-1-7 et. seq.

2. The Board is charged with the duty and responsibility of regulating the practice of nursing
pursuant to Indiana Code § 25-23-1-7.

3. The Board is empowered to hold disciplinary hearings pursuant to the authority of Indiana
Code § 25-1-9-4 and Indiana Code § 4-21.5-3 et seq.

4. The Office of Attorney General, Division of Consumer Protection, received a written and

signed consumer complaint on this matter on August 4, 1998. The Division of Consumer

Protection conducted a preliminary investigation as to the merits of the complaint, pursuant




to Indiana Code § 25-1-7-5(1), and submitted this matter to the Board on November 9, 1998.
The Board did not notify the Division of Consumer Protection that it intended to informally
resolve this matter within 30 days. A report was made to the Attorney General by the
Director of the Division of Consumer Protection recommending that charges be brought

against the Respondent’s license on January 4, 1999, pursuant to Indiana Code § 25-1-7-7.

COUNTI
. Respondent resides at 3205 Chelsea Court., Kokomo, IN 46902.
. Respondent is a duly licensed registered nurse holding Indiana license number 28133989.
- On or about November 28, 1998, was employed at Century Villa Health Care in Greentown,
IN.
On or about November 28, 1998 Respondent was on 6-2 shift when she became very ill and
was taken home. Upon investigation by Janet Lemler, R.N., nursing supervisor at Century
Villa Health Care in Greentown, IN, numerous medication errors were observed such as:

a. MAR logs were not signed but medications were withdrawn in the name of several
patients.

b. Articles such as partial vials of chlorprazin, furosemide, and a full vial of
metodopramede was left on the medication cart and at the Respondent’s work station.

. As aresult of these medication errors and discrepencies, the Respondent was terminated from

Century Villa Heath Care.




11. On March 2, 1999, the Howard County Prosecutor charged the Respondent with Theft and
Neglect Of A Dependant.

12. On January 25, 1999, Respondent submitted to an addictionology examination by Dr. Kete
Cockrell. Dr. Cockrell determined that Respondent was appropriate for the ISNAP program
but she was currently in relapse with her alcoholism and needed treatment in a Gorski
oriented, Gorski trained staff, partial hospitalization program. Dr. Cockrell advised the
Respondent to immediately stop handling, dispensing, possessing or administering narcotics.

13. Respondent has failed to maintain sobriety in order to sign a contract with ISNAP.

14. The conduct described above constitutes a violation of Indiana Code 25 -1-9-4(a)(1}B) in that
Respondent engaged in fraud or material deception in the course of professional services or
activities; Indiana Code 25-1-9-4(a)(4)(D) in that Respondent continued to practice although
she has become unfit to practice due to abuse of drugs that endanger the public by impairing
her ability to practice safely; Indiana Code 25-1-9-4(a)(8) in that Respondent diverted a
legend drug; and Indiana Code 25-1-9-4(a)(3) in that Respondent knowingly violated a state
statute or rule regulating the profession in question, to wit: 848 IAC 2-2-3(6) in that
Respondent engaged in nursing behaviors that failed to meet the minimal standards of
acceptable prevailing nursing practice which could jeopardize the health safety and welfare of
the public, to wit: falsifying documentation of nursing actions in the official patient/client
record; and 848 IAC 2-2-3(11) in that Respondent diverted prescription drugs for her own or
another person’s use.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner demands an order against the Respondent Sandra Nelson,

R.N. that;




.
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record; and 848 IAC 2-2-3(11) in that Respondent diverted prescription drugs for her own or
another person’s use.
WHEREFORE, Petitioner demands an order against the Respondent Sandra Nelson,
R.N. that:
1. Imposes the appropriate disciplinary sanction;
2. Directs Respondent to immediately pay all the cost incurred in the prosecution
of this case;
3. Provides any other relief the Board deems just and proper.
Respectfully submitted,

JEFFREY A-NIODISETT
Attorney
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Deputy Attorney General
Attomey No. 17677-49
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ certify that a copy of the foregoing "Complaint" has been served upon the Respondent
listed below, by United States mail, first class postage prepaid, on June 16, 1999:

Sandra D, Nelson, RN,

Cassandra Ashley-J ordan O
Deputy Attorney General
Attomey No. 17677-49

Office of the Attorney General

Indiana Government Center South, Fifth Floor
402 West Washington Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2770

(317) 233-3206
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