
 

 

 

Local soil and water districts awarded over $2.3 million for 

water quality initiatives 

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture and the State Soil Conservation Board awarded 
$2,313,287 in matching grant funds to 26 projects within soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) 
and soil health organizations through the Clean Water Indiana program. 

The Clean Water Indiana program is administered by the state’s soil conservation board. The program, 
led by ISDA, provides financial assistance to landowners and conservation groups that are working to 
reduce runoff from non-point sources of water pollution, whether it’s on agricultural land, urban areas 
or eroding streambanks. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmluLmdvdi9pc2RhLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMDguODk4ODEyNDEifQ.itSxTYYEhuOts-TgmF3V5VN75rKjhTGj4tiU_Qt7L3Q/s/781434701/br/236738234983-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmluLmdvdi9pc2RhL2JvYXJkcy9zdGF0ZS1zb2lsLWNvbnNlcnZhdGlvbi1ib2FyZC8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA4Ljg5ODgxMjQxIn0.0YF-gnacSHMbYpivoBvZAZHo2C2kkqEDiK3nRZEMEQw/s/781434701/br/236738234983-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmluLmdvdi9pc2RhL2RpdmlzaW9ucy9zb2lsLWNvbnNlcnZhdGlvbi9jbGVhbi13YXRlci1pbmRpYW5hLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMDguODk4ODEyNDEifQ.W9-NVtdAcDWqx1HQWkGjjBB4C0TLG9Opd35tCjwOtlg/s/781434701/br/236738234983-l
https://www.in.gov/isda/
https://www.in.gov/isda/


Once received, districts can use the funds to partner with other counties or address specific needs 
within their jurisdiction. Some examples include participating in a cost share program, hiring staff, 
providing technical assistance, implementing cover crop incentive programs or increasing watershed 
capacity. 

 

Click below to read more and find a list of funded projects.  

 

 

 

 

Indiana remains a top agricultural state according to new census 

According to the newly released agricultural census data from The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, Indiana remains a top agricultural state, 
with agricultural products valued at over $18 billion. 

The Census of Agriculture is a complete count of U.S. farms and ranches and the people who operate 
them. Even small plots of land - whether rural or urban - growing fruit, vegetables or some food 
animals count if $1,000 or more of such products were raised and sold, or normally would have been 
sold, during the Census year. The Census of Agriculture, taken only once every five years, looks at land 
use and ownership, operator characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://events.in.gov/event/local_soil_and_water_districts_awarded_over_23_million_for_water_quality_initiatives?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana


 

Click below to read the full release and find further data. 

 

 

 

 

Federal grant funds available for specialty crop industry 

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), is seeking project proposals from Indiana’s 
specialty crop sector for funding from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program. 

The USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Program offers federal funding annually to state departments of 
agriculture to support their specialty crop industries. This year, Indiana will be allocating $471,000.00 to 
selected projects. Eligible projects must enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops in Indiana, 
defined as fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, horticulture and nursery crops.  

Applications are due by 12:00 p.m. ET on March 22, 2024. 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=ffac1cfd-a0372419-ffa855fd-8621b744bf41-d79945b570596068&q=1&e=ddbdcacd-ef07-40fe-a91c-d63e5be54019&u=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMDEuMzYxMDc4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURBc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQXpNREl1TVRnd05UTTJOREVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1cGJpNW5iM1l2YVhOa1lTOHlORGMwTG1oMGJTSjkuUW9xRDJSN09rcUhjN3poOUt1MEpVekR2SUo4OF9na1ZSMTZaVzZxQnVBOC9ici83NTU4NjI4MTk4Mi1sIn0.3h_oDFNvs2ofRhki_TLAWOyvdFV5Hzrlek5-JelhCug%2Fs%2F781434701%2Fbr%2F98471754234-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmFtcy51c2RhLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlcy9ncmFudHMvc2NiZ3AiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjE1LjkwMjYzOTMxIn0.d8_IlMi25RjAicedarcJuHCTfn3YJiuV9usyaw9fBK8/s/781434701/br/237149719463-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmFtcy51c2RhLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlcy9ncmFudHMvc2NiZ3AiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjE1LjkwMjYzOTMxIn0.d8_IlMi25RjAicedarcJuHCTfn3YJiuV9usyaw9fBK8/s/781434701/br/237149719463-l
https://events.in.gov/event/indiana_remains_a_top_agricultural_state_according_to_new_census?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana


 

Click below to read the full release. 

 

 

 

 

Indiana officials celebrate National FFA Week 

In honor of National FFA Week, the seven Indiana FFA State Officers, and dozens of FFA members, met 
in the Statehouse to receive a proclamation and resolution declaring Feb. 17-24 Indiana FFA Week. 

Gov. Eric Holcomb signed a proclamation to name the week National FFA Week in recognition of all the 
work the Indiana FFA Organization, agriculture educators and FFA advisors do to cultivate the next 
generation of agriculturists for the state. 

The Indiana FFA Association also received a Senate Concurrent Resolution highlighting the impact of 
the FFA Organization, which is preparing more than 14,000 members in 90 of Indiana’s 92 counties for 
the over 250 unique careers in the food, fiber and natural resource sectors. The resolution was led by 
Sen. Jean Leising, Senate District 42 and Rep. Michael Aylesworth, House District 11. 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-6a0706ffd0cbb5d6&q=1&e=dabea39b-3b91-4875-b18f-5282656d28a4&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ffa.org%2Fnational-ffa-week%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DFeb.%2Chas%20on%20members%20every%20day.
https://www.in.gov/isda/files/National-FFA-Week-2024.pdf
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-dae919c0f40ba1b6&q=1&e=dabea39b-3b91-4875-b18f-5282656d28a4&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inffa.org%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-6f49129bf277a132&q=1&e=c1833ff2-1bb4-4da3-8369-80772d2c91ab&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inffa.org%2FAssociation%2F
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2024/resolutions/senate/concurrent/21/details
https://events.in.gov/event/federal_grant_funds_available_for_specialty_crop_industry_1783?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana


 

Click below to read the full release. 

 

 

 

 

Thum to lead Soil Conservation Division 

Jennifer Thum has been promoted to Soil Conservation Director for 
the Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA). Thum has worked 
for the department for over a decade and was most recently deputy soil 
conservation director. 

In her previous role with ISDA, Thum secured over $50 million in 
funding for soil conservation projects. She also oversaw the Western 
Lake Erie Basin Regional Conservation Partnership Program, Kankakee 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program, a team of six staff and the 
upcoming iCover project. 

Click here to read the full release. 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmluLmdvdi9pc2RhLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMTIuOTAwNjI1MjEifQ.BzSGjLqOYX6JZUV1RajsS3A0lu7spp4l_KZwzK2z_rU/s/781434701/br/236912303853-l
https://events.in.gov/event/thum_to_lead_soil_conservation_division?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana
https://events.in.gov/event/indiana_officials_celebrate_national_ffa_week?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana


 

Indiana Grown Symposium welcomes all 

Indiana Grown, the Indiana State Department of 
Agriculture’s local marketing initiative, will be hosting a 
day-long conference focused on educational seminars for 
Indiana Grown members, Indiana agritourism operators 
and food based businesses. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to speak with and 
learn from industry professionals on a multitude of 
topics, such as social media, farm finances, operator 
liabilities, hiring and training employees, succession 
planning, event planning, zoning and insurance, building 
relationships with distributors, determining your product 
pricing and more. There will also be a panel discussion and a trade show opportunity for attendees to 
meet with vendors. 

The event is March 19, 2024, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Hendricks County Fairgrounds. 
Registration is $45 and includes a continental breakfast and lunch. Interested businesses and Indiana 
Grown members can register for the event at indianagrown.org. 

Click here to read the full release. 

 

 

Attention Indiana food, agriculture, forestry and related employers  

Purdue University Extension 4-H Youth Development Program is seeking information from food, 
agriculture, forestry and related employers in Indiana.  If you are an owner, producer, or employer in 
one of the industries listed above and have at least 2 or more employees, your responses to the survey 
below may make an impact on the future!  This 10-minute survey is designed to gather information 
about current workforce needs, job growth, recruitment and retention practices, skills and training 
needs, and how businesses are adopting technology and automation.    

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaW5kaWFuYWdyb3duLm9yZy8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA3Ljg5ODEyMDgxIn0.71hTPcJd1w6Ne1kk5EzVmb39mCIZI0_c8hsm2amBl-s/s/781434701/br/236668113768-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaW5kaWFuYWdyb3duLm9yZy8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMjA3Ljg5ODEyMDgxIn0.4pqNSsL3iq-Y5FXDiu6BTSdDMQBSTgXOfUz65h3RC5k/s/781434701/br/236668113768-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaW5kaWFuYWdyb3duLm9yZy9zeW1wb3NpdW0tYXR0ZW5kZWUtaW52aXRlLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMDcuODk4MTIwODEifQ.Hj9bvEsqFEnTlr5HrKaOtcgcAhn2ulxfKVTNBX-Jv_k/s/781434701/br/236668113768-l
https://events.in.gov/event/indiana_grown_symposium_welcomes_all?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana
https://extension.purdue.edu/4-H/


Click here to take the survey. 

 

 

 

ISDA Director Lamb joins U.S. ag trade mission to Cuba 

Earlier this month, ISDA Director Don Lamb joined the National 
Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) on a 
trade mission to Havana, Cuba. The goal in visiting Cuba was to 
identify and address trade barriers for U.S. agricultural 
products, gain a better understanding of trade rules and 
regulations as well as the political and economic environment to 
strengthen the United States’ trade relationship with Cuba. 

While in-country, delegates met with government officials as 
well as industry and private sector leaders to learn more about 
how the U.S. and Cuba can collaborate in the future on 
agricultural trade. The delegation consisted of 13 people 
including other state department of agriculture directors, 
secretaries and commissioners. 

Click here to read the full release. 

 

 

 

New Indiana pavilion at 2024 Sweets & Snacks Expo announced 

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) announced they are hosting an Indiana pavilion at 
the 2024 Sweets and Snacks Expo from May 14 – 16, 2024 at the Indianapolis Convention Center. 
Indiana snack and confectionery companies are invited to exhibit in this pavilion alongside fellow 
Indiana companies. 

The pavilion was created to highlight Indiana companies on the exposition show floor through 
amplifying brand presence and providing a competitive advantage for exhibitors. Companies exhibiting 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-220983f684a25ae8&q=1&e=47149340-4a5a-4617-9424-00362a535e43&u=https%3A%2F%2Fmissouri.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_6DbJVbIeoebRU4S
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-223f03c87a593ece&q=1&e=40729c89-ff88-4316-a5b0-c60ee157bc66&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasda.org%2F
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=31323334-50bba2bf-31367a34-4544474f5631-223f03c87a593ece&q=1&e=40729c89-ff88-4316-a5b0-c60ee157bc66&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasda.org%2F
https://events.in.gov/event/isda_director_lamb_joins_us_ag_trade_mission_to_cuba?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=State+of+Indiana


in the Indiana pavilion will receive a 10’ x 10’ booth at the discounted National Confectioners 
Association member rate. Only snack and confectionary companies are eligible. 

Click here to learn more and read the full release. 

 

Indiana trade mission to Indonesia 

Earlier this month, ISDA International Trade Director Drew 
Sherman joined a trade mission organized by the Indiana 
Soybean Alliance to pursue opportunities to bring value-added 
and specialty soybean varieties to Indonesia. Indonesia is the 
fourth most populous country in the world and is a leading 
consumer of soybeans in products like tempeh and tofu. While in 
Jakarta, the Indiana delegation met with importers of soybeans, 
government officials, and Foreign Agricultural Service staff to 
identify opportunities for Indiana exporters. 
 
"Indonesia is already one of Indiana's largest agricultural export 
markets, but it is also one of the fastest growing. Indonesia 
imports about 2.5 million metric tons of soybeans each year, and an expanding middle class means the 
demand for protein-rich diets will continue to grow," says Sherman. 

 

 

 

Feb. 1: Indiana Grown announces grant funds for members interested in tradeshow exhibition 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 5: New Indiana pavilion at 2024 Sweets & Snacks Expo announced 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 7: Indiana Grown Symposium welcomes all 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 8: Local soil and water districts awarded over $2.3 Million for water quality initiatives 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 12: Thum to lead Soil Conservation Division 
Find the full release here 
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Feb. 13: Indiana remains a top agricultural state according to new census 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 15: Federal grant funds available for specialty crop industry 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 20: Indiana officials celebrate National FFA Week 
Find the full release here 

Feb. 26: ISDA Director Lamb joins U.S. ag trade mission to Cuba 
Find the full release here 

 

 

 

Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program (RFSI) 
Find more information here 

Indiana Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Find more information here 

Cover Crop Premium Discount Program 
Find more information here 

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
Find more information here 

Rural Energy for America Program Renewable Energy Systems & Energy Efficiency Improvement 
Guaranteed Loans & Grants 
Find more information here 

 

 

 

Mar. 19, 2024 | National Ag Day 
Find more information here 
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