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Indiana Auditor of State

www.in.gov/aos

317-232-3300

Indiana Department of 

Local Government 

Finance

www.in.gov/dlgf

Dan Jones, Asst Budget 
Director

317-232-0651
djones@dlgf.in.gov

Or

Your Local DLGF Field 
Representative
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Indiana Public Access 

Counselor

www.in.gov/pac

317-234-0906
800-228-6013

Indiana Open Door Law – Public Meetings

 Board meetings are governed by the Open Door Law,

IC 5-14-1.5

Under the Open Door Law, all meetings of governing boards

must be open to the public except for executive sessions.
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Indiana Open Door Law – Public Meetings

Notice to be given:

Date, time and location of meeting

At least 48 business hours in advance

Must post at principal place of business or meeting location

Annual notices are permitted

Generally, no requirements to publish in newspaper

Emergency meetings are exception to 48 hour notice requirement

Prohibition on serial meetings

Indiana Open Door Law – Public Meetings

Executive Sessions – IC 5-14-1.5-6.1:

The specific circumstances under which an executive session can be
held are in IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)

Notice must include statutory purpose(s) for the meeting

Meeting minutes must include certification that only the topics

permitted under the Open Door Law were discussed

No votes or final actions may be taken; final action required in a

public meeting
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www.in.gov/pac/files/PAC_Handbook_update_draft_7_17_2013_(ch
anges_accepted).pdf

Great tool for learning more about 

Indiana’s Open Door Law

Try link above or search the PAC’s 

website:

Indiana Archives and 

Records Administration

www.in.gov/iara

317-232-3380

Beverly Stiers
bstiers@iara.in.gov
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Indiana Department of 

Labor

www.in.gov/dol

Wage & HourDivision
317-232-2655

Or 

U.S. Department of Labor
www.dol.gov

Indy office
317-226-6801

Indiana Department of 

Revenue

www.in.gov/dor

Sales Tax Division
317-233-4015
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Cities & Towns Bulletin, Dec 2015

Records & Forms

The State Board of Accounts is charged by law

with the responsibility of prescribing and installing

a system of accounting and reporting which shall

be uniform for every public office and every

public account of the same class and contain

written standards that an entity that is subject to

audit must observe. [IC 5-11-1-2]
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Records & Forms

A prescribed form 

is one which is put 

into general use for 

all offices of the 

same class

Records & Forms

An approved form is for special 

use in a particular office
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Records & Forms

Cities and towns are required to use the forms prescribed or

approved by the State Board of Accounts in the manner set forth

by the Manual and/or Bulletins.

If it is desirable to use a different form or to have a prescribed

form modified to conform to your local conditions, you can have

the form “approved”.
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Uses of Certain 

Funds:

• MVH

• LRS

• CCI

• Rainy Day

• Riverboat

• Law Enforcement 

Continuing Ed

• Public Safety
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Use of Certain Funds:

Motor Vehicle Highway

• Authorized under IC 8-14-1

oPrimary purpose – account for state motor vehicle highway distributions

• Specific Uses in IC 8-14-1-5

oPrincipally used for construction and maintenance of streets and alleys

construction, reconstruction, repair, maintenance, 
oiling, sprinkling, snow removal, weed and tree 
cutting and cleaning of highways 

Use of Certain Funds:

Motor Vehicle Highway

• Includes:

Curbs

Unit’s share of cost of separation of grades railroad crossings

Purchase/lease of highway construction & maintenance equipment

Traffic signs and signals

Safety zones and devices

Painting of structures, objects, surfaces in highways for purposes of 
safety and traffic regulation
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Use of Certain Funds:

Motor Vehicle Highway

• In addition:

oPopulation < 5,000, can use no more than 15% for law enforcement 
purposes

oPopulation > 5,000, can use no more than 10% for law enforcement 
purposes

Use of Certain Funds:

LOCAL ROAD and street

• Authorized under IC 8-14-2

oPrimary purpose – account for state gasoline tax distributions

• Specific Uses in IC 8-14-2-5

1. Engineering, land acquisition, construction, resurfacing, maintenance, 
restoration, or rehabilitation of both local and arterial road & street systems

2. Payment of principal & interest on bonds sold to finance road projects

3. Local costs required to undertake a recreational or reservoir road project

4. Purchase, rental, or repair of highway equipment
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Use of Certain Funds:

CUMULATIVE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT

• Authorized under IC 6-7-1

oPrimary purpose – account for state cigarette tax distributions

• Specific Uses in IC 6-7-1-31.1

oPrincipally used for capital improvement – several uses detailed in this statute

oMost notably 6-7-1-31-1(a)(9) – “for any other governmental purpose for which 
money is appropriated by the fiscal body of the city or town.”

o IC 6-7-1-31.1(c) – can be transferred at any time by ordinance or resolution to 
General

Use of Certain Funds:

RAINY DAY

• Authorized under IC 36-1-8-5 and IC 36-1-8-5.1

oPrimary purpose – account for transfers of unused and unencumbered funds

oAmount transferred may not exceed 10% of annual budget for that fiscal year

o Fund created by ordinance in cities and towns

• Specific Sources and Uses

o The ordinance creating the Rainy Day fund should specifically state the source of 
receipts to the fund, and

oSpecifically state what the fund can be used for
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Use of Certain Funds:

RIVERboat

• Authorized under IC 36-1-8-9

oPrimary purpose – account for tax revenue received under

o IC 4-33-12-6 – Riverboat admission taxes

o IC 4-33-13 – Wagering taxes

• Specific Uses

o “Money in the fund may be used for any legal . . . purpose of the unit.”

Use of Certain Funds:

law enforcement continuing education

• Authorized under IC 5-2-8-2

oPrimary purpose – account for revenue from the following sources:

o Law Enforcement Continuing Ed fees – IC 33-37-5-8

o Inspection of Motor Vehicles – IC 9-17-2-12

o Accident Report fees – IC 9-26-9-3

o Gun permits – IC 35-47-2-3

o Proceeds from sale of confiscated weapons – IC 35-47-3-2

• Specific Uses

o For training law enforcement officers employed by a city/town and for equipment 
and supplies for law enforcement purposes.   [IC 5-2-8-6]
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Use of Certain Funds:

Public safety

• Authorized under IC 6-3.5-1.1-25

oPrimary purpose – account for additional tax rate imposed for public safety.

• Specific Uses

o For “Public Safety” as defined in IC 6-3.5-1.1-25(a):


