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DataPoint | March 2023 A Newsletter for Indiana Data Users

We're resending this issue of DataPoint today with a few corrections. Please
send comments and suggestions for topics you'd like to see covered to:
kspringer@library.in.gov. Thank you for your continued readership!

A note from the editor: Conceptualizing equity while experiencing life as a person of
privilege presents challenges. Unless we gain awareness of these privileges, they
remain assumed or invisible. This translates to the data world as well. It is possible to
gain awareness, and to further share that awareness with data. The journey is worth it
for all of us. The focus of this issue of DataPoint is data equity, as a celebration in the
United States of Black/African-American History Month in February and Women’s
History Month in March.
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Monroe Nathan Work

In the February issue of Nightingale, the Journal of the Data Visualization Society, the
great race statistician Monroe Nathan Work helps us discover historical data about
Black/African-American Hoosiers using his famous Negro Year Book, published at
Tuskegee University from 1912 to 1952 (with the exception of 1920/21, 1923/24,
1927/28-1929/30). With contemporaries such as Dr. Kelly Miller, Richard Wright, and
W.E.B. DuBois, Work stood out because of his talents in mathematics and intensive
study of the Black/African-American experience in the United States. He trained at the
University of Chicago in sociology. During his 30 year tenure as Director of
Department of Records and Research at the Tuskegee Institute, he compiled the
extensive Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and America (1928), one key resource
for Black/African-American History in the U.S.

Biography from NCpedia

https://nightingaledvs.com/monroe-nathan-work-education-in-the-negro-year-book/
https://npg.si.edu/object/npg_S_NPG.67.28
http://archive.tuskegee.edu/repository/digital-collection/the-negro-yearbook/scan_2021_03-10_10_26-07/
https://guides.loc.gov/dr-kelly-miller
https://www.jbhe.com/features/59_richardwright.html
https://hutchinscenter.fas.harvard.edu/web-dubois
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/214923
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/work-monroe-nathan
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Virginia T. Norwood

With the recent passing of Virginia T. Norwood, several online tributes and histories of
the NASA Landsat Program, which turned 50 last year, have been appearing.
Norwood is referred to as the Mother of Landsat, NASA’s long-running remote
sensing process of recording the Earth. Norwood holds two patents, in 1956 for a
radar reflector and in 1964 for a folded sigma-shaped dipole antenna. Below are
celebrations of her life as a female in the male-dominated world of Physics:

USGS Tribute:

https://www.usgs.gov/landsat-missions/news/bidding-farewell-virginia-t-norwood-
mother-landsat

Eyes on Earth interview with Norwood, USGS:

https://www.usgs.gov/media/audio/eyes-earth-episode-62-landsat-9-launch-part-3

NASA Tribute:

https://landsat.gsfc.nasa.gov/article/virginia-t-norwood-the-mother-of-landsat/

MIT Technology Review:

https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/06/29/1025732/the-woman-who-brought-us-
the-world/

https://landsat.gsfc.nasa.gov/article/bidding-farewell-to-virginia-t-norwood-the-mother-of-landsat/
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/imagery/happy-golden-anniversary-landsat/
https://www.usgs.gov/landsat-missions/news/bidding-farewell-virginia-t-norwood-mother-landsat
https://www.usgs.gov/landsat-missions/news/bidding-farewell-virginia-t-norwood-mother-landsat
https://www.usgs.gov/media/audio/eyes-earth-episode-62-landsat-9-launch-part-3
https://landsat.gsfc.nasa.gov/article/virginia-t-norwood-the-mother-of-landsat/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/06/29/1025732/the-woman-who-brought-us-the-world/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/06/29/1025732/the-woman-who-brought-us-the-world/
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