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CAMP INDIANA SPRING 2!

FALLS OF THE OHIO STATE PARK

Along the Ohio River in Clarksville, Indiana, Falls of the
Ohio State Park is a geological and historical wonder.
The park features the largest exposed Devonian fossil
beds in the world, and was a key stop in the history

21

of American westward expansion. Today, the park is B

home to an innovative interpretive center, hiking trails, &

and fossil hunting.

390 million years ago, the Falls of the Ohio State Pork!‘
was covered in a shallow sea. This time period was i
known as the Devonian, also known as the Age of £
Fishes. The Devonian period saw a large diversity of | e

fish, molluscs, trilobites, and coral reefs. A large extinction evenT occured 375 m||||on years ogo
mostly affecting organisms living in shallow seas. Their skeletons were forever saved in stone as
they fossilized, and can now be seen at the park. The Falls of the Ohio State Park is the home
of the largest exposed Devonian fossils in the world. Visitors to the park can walk along the an-
cient sea bottom and see the different kinds of fossils that can be found there. It is important to
leave the fossils where they are so others can see them in the future. There are collecting piles
near the interpretive center where you can take a piece of ancient history home with you!

Long after the area was thriving with prehistoric fish, the area became the meeting site of two
of America’s most famous explorers. In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson purchased the Louisi-
ana Territory from the French, and hoped to find a water route from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Ocean. Jefferson appointed Captain Meriwether Lewis and Lewis's friend, William Clark to

make the journey. Lewis had a large keel
boat built to hold the crew and all of their
supplies. Lewis traveled down the Ohio
River and picked up Clark in Clarksville.
Normally, when boats had to go over
the falls, everything had to be removed
from the boat, and the boat needed to
be taken apart, carried around the falls,
and then put back together. However,
a strog crew of men were able to keep
the keel boat together and ride it over
the falls, saving the expedition weeks of
time.

Visitors to the park get a great oppor-
tunity to see various fimes in history on
display as well as that beautiful Indiana
wilderness.



"

=
o
9
= 4 > wvw I 4 m % - 0 0 - T o 4 w O - w = O m
b
[
h o oo — A <4 W Z 0O owW o oow o @m 0o O 9 o o< oo @
o
c o~ (DT o - o O OO0 = — I o o — T WL W
.
r - % o — Z oMo, 0= ow =0 L =0 Z o o Zor — ...cm
L
'
a D D o4 & < — 0 — 2 wm Z = 0 < o T 0 € oo O ~N W m
£
e EDDDEEKIUFD?LESKICANDIM w@
s B v # 2 £
- O O = O o ® O 2 r — Z 0 T @ O - — <« oo 0 mmwwm
O o v o
4 94 9 = g
d EPMHSTFXXFTJT.&UB|OEGOT MMMW@
r B D E - WO o e wED Lz o< ZF 0 W e
12
(o) uE o8 0
O - 0T~ 00w« -4 o 0uwwx 000+ Z2alk 283 5
5 EE G E
AHREZFPGLLDFEXDNPERHIVmommm
T U W < Z 2T o (0 0 > 2 & 0 Z W e 4 00 >0 S
s -
= UHIKEWYPEEELFTIUEAGEMGmmmmm
L] | wmmmm
A PEESEEUEDWEFPBDWPPBIXJ.meMr_
o 3 & 2 2
[T¥) WA
s O o O < o o 0 Z 0o — a =2 0 % 0 D 0 0 = g = =
° 2 3 F F X rwDx iE N O O S ;2 v o ED s D
eF - — € & »w 0 -4 D F W LYW= xTU =X = =2 00 =
O
Z




SIMaT

XIed 91eIS 01Y(Q 3y} JO S|[e4 “aNjelS SYeYSPUBH YIB[) pue




