
 

 

Resolution – Adopted January 17, 2019 

 

The Indiana Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust Fund Committee was established by 

Executive Order 17-22 issued by Governor Eric Holcomb on October 4, 2017, and in 

accordance with said Executive Order:  

 

1. The Committee’s role, duties, and responsibilities are governed by said Executive 

Order’s directives that that the Committee is to “establish reasonable and appropriate 

processes and procedures for the timely and efficient administration, use, and 

distribution of the Indiana VW Funds,” and also that the Indiana Department of 

Environmental Management (IDEM) is “to provide administrative and other appropriate 

staff support to the Committee.”  In addition, the press advisory issued by the Governor’s 

Office on October 12, 2017, explained that the Committee “is charged with establishing 

appropriate procedures for distributing the funds and working with IDEM to develop a 

plan for how the funds should be used. . . . The Committee will insure the funds are 

distributed in alignment with the plan, and IDEM will provide staff support to the 

Committee.” 

2. In addition to directing IDEM to “provide administrative and other appropriate staff 

support to the Committee,” the Executive Order also explained that, “for purposes of the 

State of Indiana’s participation in the environmental mitigation trust as a beneficiary,” 

IDEM was designated as the “lead agency” and delegated the authority to “act on behalf 

of and legally bind our State for purposes of the Trust.”  

3. Pursuant to these directives from the Governor, the Committee understands that its role, 

duties, and responsibilities include the following:   

a. The Committee is to serve as the principal policymaker with respect to the 

Indiana Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust Fund, working with IDEM as 

the Committee’s technical advisor, staff support, and implementer of the 

Committee’s decisions.   

b. To collaborate with the IDEM to prepare the Solicitation Plan for the Indiana 

distribution of the VW Trust Funds, to recommend approval by the IDEM 

Commissioner of the Committee’s recommendations regarding the Solicitation 

Plan, for the distribution process for the Plan, and the grant recipients. 

4.  The Committee has adopted the following vision statement and objectives: 

In promoting the reduction of emissions of nitrogen oxides, the Indiana 

Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust Fund Program will prioritize 

sustainable projects that are transformative, positively impacting the 

environment, enhancing the health and well-being of residents, and promoting 

Indiana’s growing economy.  The Program will focus on technological change 

and advancement with resiliency and favoring use of domestic fuel, where 

possible. 

 

The solicitation process and the selection of final grant recipients should be achieved in 

a manner consistent with these objectives.   

 


