The phologroph at righl shows the first
page of a journal of a treaty counctl at the
Forks of the Wabash [near Hunttngion,
Incion) n Septernber 1832,
The loaurnal consists of ninelsen
handwritten sheets of 8° x 107 blue-grag
paper. There are four vertical slits in the
top of each page—perhaps for binding.
The ink, possibly made from oak gall, has
Jaded to brown. Fold marks indicate that
the fournal has been folded tto thirds to
be filed as a legal document.
On the reverse of the last page, on the
midedle panel, s writter.
“Jovrmal of pro-
coedings af the Treaily
held with the Miami

THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE—
CHIEF J. B. RICHARDVILLE
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Focus

This issue of The Indiona Hisiorion is
part of the continuing series on Indiana's
MNative American heritage. Jean Bapliste
Richardville, principal chief of the Miami
tribe in the mid-1800s, is the [ocus.

As the title suggests, Richardville's
position was difficult, and hislory has given
him a mixed evaluation, The content of Lhis
issue will help you to think about the
situation of Richardville and the Miami
Indians whom he led.

The text of a falled treaty negotiation
in 1832 between the U, 5. government and
the Miamd Indians in Indiana occuples
most of the issue. It 15 unusual for us to
give 0 much space to one primary source,
We hope you agree that the journal conlent
is a very valuable demonstration of the
essence of the relationships between the U,
5. and the Indians.

An overview of the conflict is provided on
page 3. Chisf Richardville is introduced on
page 4. On page 5, the journal is inbroduced—
inchuding a statement on editorial policy.

The journal text, with notes and
commentary, is on pages 6-12.

Om page 13, we have presented some
opinions of Chief Richardville; we encour-
age you to draw your own conclusions.

Another research method is intro-
duced on page 14, with a briel summary of
an archaeological investigation of
Richardville's Huntington house.

The “Apple” provides a range of
spurces for further research and examination.

The treaty negotiation journal is very
exciting because it gives you an opporiu-
nity o experience, very close to frst-hand,
one meeting between the federal govern-

ment and an Indian tribe. Read the journal.

Perhaps, several students could play the
parts of the commissioners and chiefs and
perform the journal, We hope that you will

A Chief Richardville Portrait

James Otto Lewis [1799-1858) painted a portrait of Rich-
ardville in 1827, at the Forl Wayne Indian council. This litho-
graph was produced from that portrait. Lewis, a resident of
Dietroit from 1823- 1834, was commissioned by Lewis Cass,
Michigan Territorial governor and superintendent of Indian
Alfairs in the Northwest Territory, to attend Indian treaty coun-
cils and paint portraits of the chiefs,

The chiefs dressed especially for the portrait sittings; their
portraits, therefore, do not present typical tribal attire. The
Abariginal Port Folio was the first instance of prints produced
from portraits of Indiana Indians.

Lamala. The Abiriginal Part Falio.

gain, from the journal especially, some
insights aboul Indiana’s Nathve American
heritage.

Soirees: Somuels. The [lustrated Blographical Encyclopedia of Artists of
the American West, p. 288; Cooke ef al. Indiana and a Changing Frontler,
The Art of George Winter, pp. 16-17.
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New Kids on the Block

Consider the possibility of 8 new
family moving into your neighborhood. No
big deal: it happens all the time. But, what
if these people are very, very different from
you, your family, and your nelghbors?
What if this new family wants your house,
your yard, your favorite tree? What if more
and more of these “very different” families
want to move into your neighbors’ houses
too? What il they just won't take “no” for an
answer?

The Miami Indians faced a similar
situation as moaore white settlers moved into
Indiana. Simply put, the whites wanted the
lands long utilized by the Indians.

The resulls of the process of cultural
contact, when diverse cultures meet, can
be as varied as the cultures. The history of
while /Indian contacts in the United States
clearly {llustrates that the process fmvohoes
dynamic, ever-changing relationships.

For more than a century, the indig-
enous peoples of North America were
generally in a dominant position over
Europeans: the Indians were in their
natural environment, they had fars the
Europeans wanled, and they outnumbersd
the whites, This situation, however, was
completely reversed over time.

Folicies of the federal government
played a major role in supporting the
gradual infiltration of whites into Indian
lands. From the Jefferson administration
[1801-1809) through the Jackson adminis-
tration (1828-1837), in particular, “the
Indian problem™ was a major ConoErL.

Tolerance for the distinctive, indi-
vidual customs of the varous Indian tribes
lost gut (o the pressures applied by the
advancing white settlements. Early at-
tempis were made to nudge Indians toward
behavior more acceptable to many whites.
Later, a relentless campaign was waged to
remove Indians beyond the western banks
of the Mississippl River,

Treaty negotiations for Indian lands

became increasingly important during the
1820s and 1830s. Al various scenss in
Indiana, promises, pleas, and velled threats
were made by the treaty commissioners as
they tried to convince the Indians Lo yield to
the wishes of the federal government. The
Miami Indians resisted the pressure longer
than most other iribes.

The Federal Removal Act of 1830 scaled
the fate of the Indlans Wving east of the
Mississippl River. It was proposed by Presi-
dent Jackson in his first annual address io
Congress in December 1829;

. . . Our conduct toward these peaple is deeply interesting fo our
national character, Their present condition, contrasted with what
they once were, makes a most powerful appeal 1o our sympa-
thies. Our ancestors found them the uncontrolled possessors of
made to retire from river to river, and from mountain fo mountain,
until some of the tribas have become extinct, and others have
lalt but remnants . . . It is oo late o inguire whether it was just in
the United States to include them and their lermitory within the
bounds of new stales whose limits they could control. . .. |
suggest for your considaeration the propriety of satting apart an
ample district wes! of the Mississippi, and without the limits of
any stale or lerrilory now formed, 1o be guarantied to the Indian
tribes as long as they shall ccoupy i . . . .

Andrew Jackson, 1829

Consider the inherent problems
created between vastly differing cultures as
they try to coexist. Think aboul the lifeways
of the various Indian tribes and those of the
various whites. They were a world apart;
buit they needed to share the same world, IE
did not work., Could the course of evenis
resulting from these cultural conflicts have
been otherwise?

Sources; Anson, The Miaml Indians, pp. 177
212; Williams, Edwin. The Addresses and
Messages of Lthe Presidents, pp. 710-11.
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Chief Jean Baptiste Richardville

Chiefl Jean Baptiste Richard-
ville was indeed a man in the
middie. He lived during a time
when the Miami Indians were
under tremendous pressure from
the United Siates government to
sell their lands and move west of
the Mississippi River. While set-
ters were anxdous (o have the rich
land that the Miami and other
tribes peccupied. As the principal
chief of the Miami during the
federal treaty negotiations of the
18208 and 18305, Richardville's
responsibilities, and the pressures
put upon him, were mumense,

Richardville was born around
1761 at what is now the city of Fort
Wayne, Indiana. His French father,
Antoine-Joseph Drouet de
Richerville, was a fur trader. I is
believed that his mother,
Tacumwah, was the daughter and
sister of chiefs. She was very
influential within the tribe and had
accumulated greal wealth from a

lucrative trading post. Richardville's
business sense and the beginnings
of his fortune were inherited from
his parents.

Richardville was
privileged as a youth, his childhood
was marked by the French and
Indian War, the Revolutionary War,
and finally the War of 1812, During
these furbulent times, he grew inio
an intelligent, shrewd man, wise in
the ways of the white man's poli-
tics, He was well-prepared when, in
1815, he was named principal chief
of the Miami.

He seemed (o realize thal the
white man was here Lo stay. He
watched as other tribes were
removed from Indiana, their lands
lost through treaties or force.

Aware of the monetary value of
the Miami land, he negotiated
treaties that benefited both his
people and himself. His personal
wealth grew as, with each treaty, he
was granied huge areas of land,

goods, houses, and money.
Through negotations, he and his
family were granted the right to
rermain in Indiana forever, When he
died on August 13, 1841, he was an
extremely wealthy man.

In 1846, unable to foresiall the
inevitable any longer, the Miami
finally left their lands and went
west. The Richardville family—and
others with reservation lands—
remained in Indiana.

Historians and MNative Amer-
cans have debated Richardville's
role in history. Was he a man who
used his position as chiel only (o
expand his personal wealth? Was

he only looking oul for his family
and himsell, or did he do everything

he eould for his people? Perhaps he
was just a man caught in the
middie, between a dying way of life
and an unknown future.

Source: Perry., “The Richardville Hose
pp. 1-7.

Timeline for Jean Baptiste Richardville

Fliehard il s bem pround (s e n Trealy ol Parsdss Springs: Aichand s Trnaty respoliafions s For of the
whal is now tha city of Forl Waryna. P 0.5 feblio e oof lnd el & DoOws. ‘Wishisly Fichasdeila naluses o sign
1761 1818 183
Richardylie's irsaly houss bull o 51. Mary's Traaty &1 Foro of the Wabash: Fichardvilia
i“m""ﬂ-'m""“'“'m"'“'“ Porec, . . Tonl ool 2408 recebs 1325 sections of land.
Tw:t-nlﬂ:-;Th:dTn:ﬂ Trmaly ml Wimndol YVilags |u:_"ipuf-dhmm
AR ml o Monary B
g e fox ockcation of bami pouth. receivas $4.800 and 11.5 sactions of nd.
1798 1828 1834
gl 1 - 3
— 1 I -
g :ﬁ! ragotialiora & Forks of tha
Trealy of 5t ‘8 Richarcvils Tty = RdLsi P P Iroe el
e Watsah: Hichardvils reluses o sign. " -
1818 |wn1 AL 841
Tresaty 10 realiiem the Trealy of Wabash Hu wmﬂ- Auguest 13, Richardsia diea o his
Tirssrwile; Fichanivile hacomas i

principal chisl ol The kMami.
181z

lscalion ol Ihe ety prourds. e bull &
Irading peasd, oouncl-housa, B B PO

1830

Wi ol 1812, Fecharthvile sides with tha Bellish,. July  Federl Ramoval Acl s passed by
14, (Lt Turtla, principal chisl ol The Wami e Coangruds.

1840
Treaty af Fori of The Wabash: Richardvile
P 125, 000 mrad B sscfiors of ind

e meciion of lasel equais S8 acres.

The Indians Hisforman Novembar, 1563

& Copyright Indiana Historical Bureau 1933



An Introduction to the 1832 Journal

Further legislation followed the 1830 Federal Removal Act. On
July 9, 1832, Congress passed an act to enable the president of the
United States to extinguish Indian title to lands in the Midwest.

As a direct result of this act, Secretary of War Lewis Cass
appointed cornmissioners Jonathan Jennings, Marks Crume, and
John W, Davis. Their assignment was =, . , to hold Indian Treaties
and extinguish Indian title within the states of Indiana, Ninots and
the Territory of Michigan.” The commissioners were *, . . to procure
the removal of the Tribes . . . west of the Mississippl.”

The commissioners were paid "eight dollars perday .. .
excepling the tme spent in travelling.” They recetved “eight dollars
for every twenty miles of travel.”

Henry Hoover was appointed secretary to the commissioners.
His job was to keep the journal of the treaty negotiations. Elisha
Huntingion was appointed assisiant secretary. The commissioners
were also allowed to hire interpreters,

The letier of instruction from Cass Lo the commissioners is
included as part of the journal of the 1832 treaty negotiation
printed in this issue,

Thie first option the commissioners were to offer tribes was
clear:

1. The tribes must consent (o emigrate.

2. The location west of the Misstssippl would be selected by

the govermunent.

3. The president would decide the amount of western land

given, based on his idea of the tribes' needs and habits,

If the tribes refused (o negotiate because they did not consider
the western lands suitable, the commissioners had a final option of
signing a conditional treaty. A party from the tribe would then visit
the designated western land. If the land was acceptable, the treaty
was then valid,

The commissioners could include in a treaty a number of
incentives for the tribe:

1. Provide for transportation and subsistence of tribes to

emigrate,

2. Fumnish farming implements, rifles, blankets, and other

tems,

3. Prowvide education for the tribe,

However, no annuily—an annual payment for the land in
maoney and/or goods—was to be granted for longer than twenty
YEars.

Hemry Hoover was appointed secretary o the
commizssioners, He recelped five dollars a doy
Jor sevvices and expenses, He was given flee
dollars a day for every busmity miles gf travel.,

How to Read the Journal

The part of the journal that has been
prinked in this lssue begins on page 7 of the
official pournal on September 21, 1832 at the
Forks of the Wabash in Indiana, near
preseni-day Huntington. A deseription of the
Jjournal s provided on the cover, where the first
page Is pholographically reproduced.

This printed journal has been reproduced
line by line from the original, Malerial inseried
by the editors is enclosed in square brackeis.
The spelling and punciuation of the original
have been maintained. Letters or insertions
above the text line in the original have been
placed within the text line here. Page breaks in
ithe original have been Indicated in brackets.

The column of text beside the journal
text contalns background information. In
addition, questions in this column encourage
readers to analyze the text of the journal and
io develop thelr oam Interpretations of the
evenis depicted.

The original journal s in the Henry Hoover
Caollectson at the Willlam Henry Smith Memorial
Library af the Indiana Historical Society. It
was given to the Soclety by a descendanit of
Huoswver,
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Journal of the Proceedings at the
Treaty Held with the Miami Indians,
September 10-25, 1832

U M o ool S e I STV
At 12, O, Clock M. the Commissioners met the prin-
cipal chiefs and warriors of the Miamies in the council
house erected for that purpose,

After the usual ceremonies
observed on such occasions, the Hon Jonathan Jen-
nings one of the Board of Commissioners addressed the
tribe as follows.

“My Children, your Great Father the
President has sent me and the two gentlemen who sit
[page &
with me, to call you once more Lo the council-House—

We all
thank the Great Spirit, that he has opened us a clear
path and given us a bright sky, where we now meet
our red children the Miamies,

You who have seen marnmy
snows, and have once seen Lhe country filled with game;
you who were at the Treaty of Greenville will remember
that your Great Father then took you strongly by the
hand. Since that time, he has always loved you — He
still loves you.

Your Greal Father sees his red children much
imposed upon by some of his bad white children, and he
is sorry for it. He sees too, that the game is gone from
the lands they now live on.

Your Great Father, has sent us
to say to you that he has much land beyond the
Mississippl where game I8 plenty and where the bad
while man shall never go to disturb you. This land, your
Great Father will keep for you as long as the sun shall
shine or the rains fall; as long as the name of Miami
shall exist.

The Lands you have here, he wants for his
white children; the lands he offers you towards the
selting sun, he thinks will suit you best,

[page %

Your Greal Father will give you more land over the Missis-
sippl than you have here. He will also give you money.,

He will send you safe under the protection of some white
frend to your new homes, He will feed you there uniil
you get cornfields of your own; until your hunters lay

up plenty of Bulfalo, Deer and Beaver.—

In 1831 Richardville moved to the Forks of the
Wabash. This area became the Miami treaty
grounds. He buill a council house and a house
for himsalf.

Who was Jonathan Jennings?

As you read this joumal, note the terms

used—Great Father, fathers, red children,
white childran, atc. What do thasa terms

show about the relationship batwean the
indians and the U.5. govemmant?

Treaty of Greenvile was signad August 3, 1785

Did tha U.5. govermmant keap its promises
1o the Indlans?
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How do you Interpret the statement, “His
laws would bear hard upon the red man™?
This ssus comes up again on page 14 of

tha journal, and Richardvilla responds.

This treaty negotiation drew hundreds of
pecple. A. F. Mormrison, editor of the India-
napolis indiana Democral, attended the
proceadings. His informative letters ap-

Extrers the Fdisor af the Democrt, dated
AR TT @aouns, Mwres i Lmlli"rli.ﬂ-

e bl #d et Rasmvaion of Cubel Richardrillis,
o Inclines maTe mas

of e & mven o M-ul..w-hr. o
apan i e miloersd o winhin miley
'Hl.r-[rm;.-l gFrnl oider mh thiass fan

Joumnal of the Proceedings
continued

My children
the white men are crowding around you; they are becoming
as thick as the trees of the forest — The white man and
the red men cannot live together in peace, The laws of
the white man do not suit you, and it may be neces-
sary for you before many moons to seek new and beller
homes beyond the greal river, or let the white man rle
over you. His laws would bear hard upon the red man.

My children, we do not wish Lo hurry you, but we wish
to hear from you as soon as you have fully deliberated
on what we have said.

Think of these things my children and
when you have made up your minds we will again
meet you in council, and in [Mendship.— We will then lis-
ten to what you have Lo say (o us,

Your Greal Father will
be very sorry if his Commissioners must go home and
tell him that his Miami children would not hear
him.

tpage 104
If you have anything now (o say, our ears are open and
we will hear you.”

Afler Mr Jennings concluded his speech,

Flat-belly an aged chief arose and sald

*Father, we have heard
whal you have said. We will go and consult among our-
scihves, and then we will answer you.”

J.B, Richardville prin-
cipal chiel then arose and said,

*Father, we have Hstened
to what you have said to us. — We did not come here pre-[pared]
o give you an answer to day. Your children are hungry;
they will go home and eat, and when they have deliberated
and consulied together, they will come back and meet you
in this council-house. —Then they will answer you,

They all
take you by the hand and part with you now in friend-
ship — You have distinctly told us of the wishes of pur
Greal father the President. When we meei you again we will
be plain with you, and tell you what we are willing
to do.

Father (resumed the chief after a pause of some
minuies as i waiting for others (o speak) we now part
Ipage 11|
with you and go home. When 1 stay away long my

wife scolds me™

& Copyright Indiana Historial Bureau 1593 The \ndiana Histordan November, 1993 7



Journal of the Proceedings
continued

Here the council ended.

Sept. 24th 1832,
A council was opened at 1 O. clock PM. present
Hon. Jona. Jennings
Joo W Davis &
Marks Crume Commissioners on the part of
the 1.5, and the principal chiefs and warriors af
the Miamies—
Chappene a chief arose & said

"Father,
You who sit before me,

You wish to hear your children—
They are now ready to answer you. You have said a
good deal to us — There is more meaning in it than we can un-
derstand. Do not understand us as consenting Lo your
propositions because we have assembled here. — In speaking
to your red children, you say that your Greal Father loves
them. His conduct contradicts this. He asks his red children
to leave Ltheir homes and go into the dark west, and yet
Ipage 13
you say he loves them. Is this the love of our Great Father?
Your children cannot agree 1o your request. We have no more
Lo sy Lo you now.—

Mr Jennings then said

“We have heard our red
children, but we expected lo hear something more satislactory
from them. — We are disappointed — From your answer we can-
not tell what to say Lo your Great Father the President—
Every thing ts left in the dark.—

Your Great Father wishes Lo
open a big ditch through your country — He will send many
white men here to do it — Some of them may be bad men
and give you much trouble — The white men will not
be sent here to do the red children evil, but if some
af them are bad men your Great Father cannol help it.

We
must hear something more certain from you very Soon, or we
must close our councils and leave here, Our provisions will
not last many days. and we must soon go to meel your
red brethren the Potowalamies.

In what we said to you the other
day there was no secret tmport — We meant what we said
and nothing more — We do not know that we have more
to say to you now — You have not answered what we said
before. — We hope to hear from you again—

|page 13|

@
i
E
-%
|
;

in the paragraph that follows, how s
Jennings trying lo convince the Miami?

Article Il in the Treaty of 1826 allows the federal
govemmen to build a canal—the “big ditch™—

through Miami land. The canal workers are the
‘bad men.”

The Commissionars met with the Potawatomi af
Camp Tippecanoe cn Oclober 20, 1832, Thesa
negotiations resulted in a signed treaty. (Kap-
pler, Indian Affairs, p. 268)
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How have the commissioners responded 1o
tha Native American refusal to sall? What Is

their proposal in this paragraph?

Tha U. 5. is negotiating with the Indian
tribes becausa they wore considered sover-
aign nations. What doas that mean? ks
Richardville's statemant corract?

Journal of the Frumding:
continued

J.B. Richardville, prineipal chief then said

“Father, we
think our answer ts good — you point to the west and
ask us io go there — There | shall never go, nor will my
people—=They are all opposed to leaving here — They will
nol sell thelr lands — [ speak not for ooysell, but for oy
people— We hope we have done our Great Father no harm
in rejecting his offers, and we hope our Great Father will
nof be displeased with his red children for exercising their
own judgment in their own affairs.—

Hon. John W, Davis then
addressed the Miamies as follows.

“Your Greal Father will be very
sormy to do anything to injure his red children — In proposing to
buy your lands and Lo give you more lands West of the Mis-
sissippd, your Great Father thinks he is doing you good — He does
not expect the old men of your nation to leave their present
homes and go to the west. — If the young men will sell, their
Great Father will do as we proposed the other day — He will
send them there safe, and give them provisions for their sustenance.
He will give them more and better land where the game is
abundant — He will give them good rifles and amunition, and
take care of them until they supply themselves with all they
wanl,

If they will not sell all their lands, they will perhaps
Ipage 14]
scll a part — We wish to know, and know distinctly what
they will do — Unless they consent to sell the laws of the
white man musi be extended over them — We want an answer

said the other day that when he was long [rom home, his wife
scolded him — We have been away nearly two moons and un—
less we go home soon, our wives will also scold—"

J.B. Richardville
then said

"Father, | have told you | do not speak for myself
but for my people —I am appointed to speak for them — What
you hear from me is the voice of the Miamies.”

“Father, a few
minutes ago | told you that your red children would not go to
the Mississippl country — They wish (o stay on their ancient lands.
You say your aws will be extended over them if they remain—
This cannot be done — There s no power (o do this — We are gov-
ernéd by our own laws and subject to none other — The Miamies
will never consent to leave the homes of their fathers — also as

& Copyright Indiana Historial Bureau 1993
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Journal of the Proceedings
continued

an individual will never consent (o do so0.”

Mr Jennings then rose
and said

"We hope our red children will reconsider and consent
to sell us a part of their lands — On tomorrow we wish to hear
their final determination™—

Chief Richardville replied

“1 repeat (not
Ipage 15)
for myself but for my people] that we have given our answer —
We have consulted together and some days ago determined to
sell none of our lands — We have answered more than once
that we will not sell, and still you ask us for land. We
have no other answer but this to give — We will not leave our
present homes — You tell us again that our Great Father loves
us — His acts do not show it — If he loved them he would
clothe and feed thern — He would not send them tnto the
western wildermess —

Mr Davis then addressed them as follows.
My children, we have one further proposition to make to you—
If you will consent to sell a part of your lands, your Great
Father will send some one with a party of your young men to
look at the couniry west of the Mississippl — If they should
like it they and the rest of you that choose to go, may then
remove there, if not, they can rematn at their present homes.
We wish you to consider on all that we have sald to you,
and on tomorrow moming meet us with your answer. If
nothing can then be done, we must break up the council—"

Here the council closed.
September 25th, 1832

A Council was opened, present the U.S. commissioners and the
Miamies as yesterday—

An inquiry being made as (o what the
chiefs had 1o say in answer Lo propositions made on yesterday
by the commissioners, Chiel Richardvill rose and said,
[page 18]

“Fathers, we have nothing now to say — yvesterday we said
all we had to say”

Mr Davis then said

"My [Mends, yesterday you told
us you would not sell your lands and remove to the west — We then
asked you to refllect on all we had said to you, and meet us

What emotions do you think
Richardvilla falt
as ha spoke these words?

Do the commissioners have other options to
proposaT How doas this offer compares to
thair instructions? Sea p. 5 of this issus.

H
MTAMI 1

'ﬂ4 Tussday the 251h Sepipm
Miami Indisns in Councily in
Corninioners, In the
terma, that they would not
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here to day and tell us your final determination — We wish af their lanls, and all subieqyeny clfuris

now Lo know whether you still refuse to sell us any lands—" of the C sioners 1o ipdyce Jhen o
Chief Richardville promptly answers change that determinadon hjve|proved
“Father, we have nothing abartive,
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Who was General John Tipton and why did
Richardville mention him?

This is the treaty of 1826 mentioned earlier.

What concessions have the commissioners
now mada? What do they want?

Why won't Richardville agrea to sell the
Miamil lands?

Journal of the Proceedings
continued

mare to say on the subject — You, go about like the fox In
the night time to gather information, to steal our opinions — We
say what we have to say in council — Genl. Tipton who sits
before me, knows that 1 listen not 1o the advice of others,
that when | make up oy mind | do not waver, [ am firm.—
Whal | now say to you s gy decision, and the decision of the
Miami nation, not of others — We will sell you gope of our
lards—"

Mr Davis then resumed

“Will you consent to sell us a part
of your lands, reserving to yourselves the right to use them for
hunting and fishing grounds as long as you please?

Your Great
Father will nof force you to go to the west — He is ancdous you should
proaper |agree] o go or stay—

You recalled that at the Treaty of the Wabash
[page 17]
you sold your Great Father a narmow strip of land that he
might make a canal there — This canal the white men will
make — In deing so, there may be many of them of evil dis-
position Lo give you trouble — To prevent this difficulty we now
propose o buy of you five miles in widih along the South
side of the Wabash River, and what reserves you have on this
side — We make this proposition without asking you to go
west of the Mississippl. and we wish you o answer us to-
MOTTow —

Here Chiefl Richardville interrupts Mr Davis
and said

" My Father, this is impossible — You see where the sun
is — it is useless Lo put offf] the evil day tll tomorrow — We can
answer you now. — We know the value of our soll as well as
the whiie man can ell us — Here the Greal Spirit has foed
our homes — Here are our cormflelds and cabins — From this
sail and these forests we dertve our subsistence, and here
we will live and die — 1 repeat, we will not sell an inch
of our lands.”

Mr Davis continued

"Should you consent (o sell us
this land, if you desire it. your Great Father will send some
white (fends with some of your young men to look at the
country west of the Mississippi — Il they like that country
and wish to remove there, Your Great Father will send you there,
and thus give you lands to live upon — Il you should not
|page 18]
like that country, you can still rematn here. — We tell you that
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Journal of the Proceedings
continued

no person is authorzed to bribe or hold secref councils with
you, nor use any unfair means to obtain your consent to
sell vour lands. Your Greal Father would not allow us to pursue
such a course — What we have to do with you, we wish Lo
do face to face, in open council —

We have told you that we
are willing to buy a part of your lands without asking
you o go to the wesl, — we have told you what land we
want — Now think of this last proposal till tomormow, and
early in Lhe morning let us hear from you again — Our
provisions are exhausted, and we are preparing to go home.”

Chiel Richardville then replied

* Father, our answer is already
given — expect no other — It is useless to talk on that sub-
ject further.” —Then addressing himself to Genl Marshal
Indian Agent. he said,

“Father, you know what we have
decided upon; your children want their annuities — They wish
to go home and so do 1. — My wife wishes to see me.”

Genl.
Marshal said in answer

“Very well, Tomomow | shall be
ready to pay you”

And here the council finally closed.
Ipage 19
The loregoing is a faithful record of the proceeding
of the Commission|?] appointed to treat with the Indians,
at the Treaty held at the Forks of the Wahash Sept.
1832. with the Miami Indians.

E. M. Huntington,
Assistant Sec. to the Mission.

Minmai Trealy.
The treaty with|ihe Miami Indians
wns l:;ﬂ:::ghl to a elpse, on the 281h ull.
without eflecting, what appeared to be

the wish of the pepple generally, and
| which the interest{of the State requir
i(-d,, the Furf.’ru:w ofttkeir fumdy.

Lompnapet Cass County Times,

ity 5, | B33

in the article above, who are “the people™7
Why does the state’s interest
require Indian lands?

Who was Willlam Marshall?

Annuiies woere annual payments of money and
goods in exchange for lands sold to the U, 5.
govemmant by treaties, The Treaty of 1826
gave the Miami $31,040,53 in goods and
supplies plus $26,259.47 in irade for the
iollowing summar. In addition, the treaty
promised they would receive: in 1827, an
annuity of $35.000 plus $10,000 in goods; in
1828, an annuity of $30,000, $5000 of that in
goods: alter 1828, $25,000 as a permanani
annusty,

12 The indiana Histornan Movamber, 1993
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Chief Richardville—As Others Have Seen Him

Amy important person is writien about and discussed.
Chief Richardville was no excepltion, The comments below have
been selected from many possibilities to demonstrate some differ-
ing views of Richardville over time.

*. . . those who armived with Richardville supplied me with Turkeys
and venison and tho exceeding 100 in number never requesied one
article from me, bul behaved with all the fendship and Civility
imaginable, owing principally 1 imagine o the influence Richardville
has over them-"

From a jourmal of John ‘Wade, an officer under General Anthomy

Wayne. on a Lrip along the Wabash River in 1785, In MoCord, Trousel
Aceounts, p. 44

"He has a very handsome farm, and lives in quite a gentee] siyvies "
A diescription of Fichandvillc's 51, Mary's bome  from Thomas
Scattergood Teas™ journal. 1821, In MoCord, Traoel Aceownis, P 115

It will never do Lo let the chiel have too much influence over
his tribe, and espectally when he deals so largely in Canada. The
beiter way is o let him know his great father will make him obey
through Cenl. Tiplon®

Fromm a letler o Secretnry of War Jobhn H. Eaton roim James Boble,

i, &, Senator from Indiana. Febroary 15, 1830, In Natonal Archives,
Microfilm #4818

“The Miamies are reduced to a small number,—but well
organized in their kind of government, with one of the most ahrewed
men in North America at their head.®

From a letier to Secretary of War Johm H. Eaton from John Tipton.

Indlan Agent, April 5, 1831, In Nellis A, Robertson and Derothy Riker.

compa. and eds.. The John Tipton Papers, Vol 2, 1828 1833 (India-

napolis: Indana Historical Bureau, 19432), p, 400,

“They [Miami Indians] indicate a strong aversion o the plan of
Emigration. They have repeatedly declared to the Chiefl Richandwille,
that they will never abandon him while he lves, & he encourages
this determination. The uimost confidence is reposed in him, & his
inflluence is so great, as to control generally, the affairs of the tribe.®

From a report of treaty negotiations at the Forks of the Wabash,
Novemmber 168, 1833, In National Aschives, Microfilm #4168

“You can't beal city hall,” sald Ray White, currenl principal
chief of the Miaml Nation. Speaking from tribal headgquarters in
Peru. Indiana, While noled thatl Richardville could foreses whal was
going o happen lo the Miamis and decided to make the best of a
bad situation. Avware thal some have judged Richardville harshly,
While expressed his hope that history will judge Richardville
ultimately as & man who did his best

Summarized from a telephone Intervicw, August 17, 1983

Al Ciwanny The Miami fndiars. | 254,

Chief Richardville

What Happened?

Inewvitably, in 1846-1847 a group of 384
Miamis emigrated 1o a 324, 796-acre weslem
reservation, In 1856, a new treaty reduced their
resarvation lo 70,640 acres, Another treaty
followed in 1867. By 1873, lass than 10,000
acres remained.

[k A W s A 5

What Is Your Opinion?

You have been asked to comment an
Chief Richardville for a television program
on his career. Based on the information
from this issue, what would you say?

& Copyright Indiana Historial Bureay 1583
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What Can Archaeology Tell Us?

One of Chief Richardville's houses was located in what is now
Huntington, The frame house is pictured to the left in a photo-
graph taken in the 1970s.

The house is now cened by the non-profit group, Historic
Forks of the Wabash, Inc. The Huntington North High School
Junior Historical Society won a Young Preservationists Award in
1978 for its early work in restoring the abandoned house.

Present restoration efforts include an archaeological examina-
tion of the grounds around the house to enhance the interpreta-
ton af the site.

In June 1989, Ball Staie University conducted excavations
arpund the house under principal investigalor Donald R. Cochran.
At least 10,000 artifacts were recovered—ranging from prehistoric
to modemn times.

According to the reporl of the excavations, this information
will offer “a view of past human behavior and lifeways at the Forks
of the Wabash obiainable through no other source,”

As the diagram on this page indicates, the investigation was

carried oul in areas labeled units,

"Unit 4 was located on the east side of the
% house at the southeast corner of Lthe porch and
G444 due east of an oulside doorway. The unit was
Ussmses pemmer Dlaced in that location to determine details of the
porch construction and, as with the previous
units, walkways connecting the oulside
with other builldings and other entrances of the
house, The upper levels of the unit were fAlled with
ﬁ\ a wealth of historic artifacts, although they were
mixed and obviously of recent redeposition. Below

o the disturbed levels . . . a portion of the ariginal

porch foundation was uncovered. No walkways
were encountered.”

Some of the artifacts recovered from this
unit, as listed in the reporl, are:

cirthenware refined, unidentified object elecirie appliance parts
Hlazed ‘boolks renond

1 mena light green milk giass rood material .22 ahells
light bilue mill gluss bobly pin fragments  washers
mérror fragment spring fmgment shell
bution fmgment wond feharcaal waK
anap fragemenl aluminum fagments  beverage scala
, . copper covered gun (toy]  window glass jam catill
1844 wheal penny lemther rivots plgeon fragrmenis
— i window latch fagment  mectal staples

Soree: Donald Coctran, “Excavations al the
Richandville /LaFontaine House, *

Which of these items are from modemn Umes? Which items
might have been available in Chiel Richardville's time? Archaeolo-
Elsls conduct extensive examinations of many artifacts o deter-
mine when they were made. Much artifact interpretation is in-
cluded in the report.
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An Apple for Everyone
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Selected Resources

¢ Anson, Bert The Miami Indians.
Morman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1970.

This valuahle resource detatls the
history of the Miami tribe from the
1600s io the 196085,
= Cochran, Donakd . Evcavations at
the Richarduille/ LaFoninine House,
Muncie: Archaesological Resources
Management Service, Ball State
University, 1960,

This 5 an extenshe report on the
excavations at Richardville's Forks of
the Wabash home and surmounding
ared. It confalns lists and descriptions
of materials found.
= Cooke, Sarah E., amd Rache] B.
Ramadhyani, catalog compilation;
Christian F. Feest and R David
Edmunds, essays. Indians and a
Changing Frontler; The Art of Geoge
Winter. Indianapolls: Indlana
Historical Society and Tippecanoe
County Historical Association, 1993,

This book includes & catalog of
Creorge Winler's drawings and
palntings and essays which place his
work in the history of MNathve American
affairs in nineteenth-century Indians,
and in the context of other artisis
working in the same genre.
= Hill, Herbert . “Redskin Napoleon
and Richest Indian Both Were
Hooslers,” Outdoor Incdiana. Vel, 44,
July-August 1979, pp. 28-38.

Undocumented, abbreviated,
generalized account of the history of
indiana Indlans is given with a focus
on Little Turile and Richardville,
=  The Indiana Junior Historian,
Beplember, October, Novernber 1952,

These three lssues are available in
school and public libraries. They
provide an excellent introduction io

s
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Malive Americans in Indiana,

+ Kappler, Charles J., ed. Inclian
Affairs. Lows and Treabes. Vol, 2,
Washinglon: Government Printing
OfMce, 1903,

Vaolume Z contains transcriptions of
trealies between 1778 and 1883, This
is an extremely valuable resource when
studying Mative American history.

* Lewis, J. 0. The Aboriginal Port Folio
or a Collechion of Portraills of the Most
Celebrated Chiefs of the North Amerioan
Indinns. Philadelphia: J. O, Lewis,
1836,

This edition housed in the Indiana
Siate Library, Indiana Division,
includes 61 color Hthographs of
paintings done by Lewis at treaty
negotiations held in the MidwesL Each
portrait & labeled with name and rank.
» MeCord, Shirley 5., compller. Travel
Accounts of Indiana, 1679-1961.
Indianapolis: Indiana Historical
Bureau, 1970,

McCord provides samples from three
centuries of travels tn Indiana. Some
contain accounts of encounters with
the nattve populations,

* Mablonal Archives. Records af the
Buresau of Indian Afairs. Record Group
234. "Letters Recetved by the Office of
Indian Affairs, 1824-81.° Microfilm
Moa. 416, 417, 418,

These microfllms contaln

correspondence among key players in
the government's efforts to resolve
problems related to various Indian
tribes, We obtained these films through
inter-library loan direcily from the
Mational Archives,
* Perry, D, M. “The Richardville
House." Old Fort News. Vol, 53, Mo, 1,
Pp.1-T.

Informative arlicle that provides a

blegraphy of Richardville and a detailed
description and photographs of
Richardwille's home near Fit. Wayne.

* Prucha, Francis Paul A
Biblisgraphical Guide to the History of
Indinn-White Relations in the Unded
States. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1977.

Prucha provides a useful guide to
the exsting litemature on relatonships
between Indian tribes and various
whiles,
= Samuecls, Pegdy and Harry. The
Mustrated Biographical Encydopedia of
Artists of the Amemionn West.

This thorough rescurce is a
compilation of Information on artists,
who depicted subject matier of the
American West before 1850, The 548-
page book lists sources clearly so that
original materials can be checked.

+ Willlams, Edwin, compiler. The
Addresses and Messages of the
H'::thmhnjﬁmm
Inaugural, Annteal, and Special, from
1789 o 15846, New York: Edward
‘Walker, 1847,

These volumes contain selected
speeches of early United Siates

presidents along with memoirs and
administration histories.
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