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Meeting Conducted by Webex

Commission Meeting Minutes

General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Chairman Steuterman, Director Wimer, Mr. Kendall, COL DeRue, Mr. Coley, Mr. Leirer, and Mr. Gullion 
· Absent for meeting: Sen Mrvan, Sen Tomes, and Rep Zent, Mr. Caldwell
Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Leirer motion to approve, Kendall second.     

                        Motion passed.
Mike Aichele, Military Family Relief Fund Update


· Year-to-date fiscal year 2021, there has been 408 total MFRF applications - 105 approved, 185 denied, and 118 closed out.

· Total MFRF monies expended year-to-date in fiscal year 2021 - $206,034.90.
· Of the 408 total MFRF applications in fiscal year 2021, 218 of them were COVID-19 MFRF applications - 61 approved, 104 Denied, and 53 Closed out.   

· Total Expended for COVID-19 MFRF in fiscal year 2021 - $113,855.76.
· During fiscal year 2021, there has been 43 requests for over $2,500 in MFRF monies that were considered by the Commission Taskforce Concerning MFRF Matters – 1 request denied by the Commission Taskforce, $114,968.12 awarded, $2,737.34 Average.

Gabrielle Owens, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· $879,750 awarded to 13 grantees for the period of performance February 1, 2020 through January 31, 2020. 
· $661,359 expended as of January 29, 2021.
· OMB gave us guidance on how to navigate the amendment rule.
· Extra money has been allocated. 
· Looking for an electronic grant management system.

New Business  

Dennis Wimer, Legislative Update





· SB316 was signed by the Governor on April 15, 2021.  IDVA will start implementing it on July 1.  
· By July 13 (next Commission meeting), we hope to have more information to be voted on by the Commission.
· Taskforce meetings will be used to discuss some of the next steps with the spending of the dollars with the approval of the other than honorable applications.
· License plates for the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and the Purple Heart for the widow (no stolen valor involved, the state has approved this).

· Kept the same definition of a veteran.
Joe Devito, Disclosure of Discharge Records by County Recorders
· Social media – we have to collect monthly data.  It disappears at the end of every month.

· Monitoring our pages but hope to be a lot more interactive.

· Newsletter is doing well – 48%

· Website – we are done with the transfer of information to the new platform. We can alter our website as we want to without going through IOT.  It will be more interactive.

· Looking ahead – building a foundation with a division that did not exist before. 

· 2 New initiatives 1) You need to know so find your CVSO  2) creating a data base where we have veteran information – a centralized data base.  Veterans have the opportunity to sign up for this. 

· Partnership with Jill Fewell for Vietnam Veterans.  Received 20,000 books. About 1,500 books spoken for already. Recently handed out some at an event.  We are encouraging veterans to register to receive the book.  Hoping this will bring veterans and their widows to their local CVSO office.

· WINVETS program.  Taking a few steps into the National program.  Jun 12 Women in the Military Recognition Day.    Setting up an IDVA women veteran wellness retreat, partnering with DNR (to have at state parks with lodging).  
· May 1 – The Gold Star Family Memorial Dedication.   

· Annual IDVA Golf Outing on Friday May 14 Wish for our Heroes is our partner. Have raised around $12,000 so far. 

Gabrielle J. Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeals

· Scholar ID

· Petitioner attended the hearing telephonically.

· Petitioner presented his case.

· IDVA presented IDVA’s case.

· Leirer motion to deny appeal, Kendall seconds. 
· Motion passed.

Gabrielle J. Owens, Compliance Monitoring Update



· The IDVA Compliance Monitoring Team is currently monitoring five veteran service organization grantees and the 13 GVS grantees.   

· Eleven onsite compliance monitoring visit has been completed.  
· IDVA would like to have the GVS grants monitored by May 1, 2021.
· Every grantee will receive an on-site compliance monitoring visit and a document containing the compliance monitoring findings and recommendations.  

Public Comment 

No public comment
IDVA Reports

Director Wimer, IDVA
· Division Reports 





· Pre-reads sent ahead of time. 
Adjournment 2:50





 

Next meetings






Date


Location
Tuesday July 13, 2021


TBD

Friday October 8, 2021


TBD
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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