Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Indiana (2004)

This database is an interim version of the Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) Database.
It does not fully meet all DFIRM specifications as found in “Guidelines and Specifications for
Flood Hazard Mapping Partners, Appendix L: Guidance for Preparing Draft Digital Data and
DFIRM Database”.

The DFIRM depicts flood risk information and supporting data used to develop the risk data. The
primary risk classifications used are the 1- percent-annual-chance flood event, the 0.2-percent-
annual-chance flood event, and areas of minimal flood risk. The DFIRM Database is derived from
Flood Insurance Studies (FISs), previously published Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), flood
hazard analyses performed in support of the FISs and FIRMs, and new mapping data, where
available. The FISs and FIRMs are published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). The file is georeferenced to earth's surface using the UTM projection and coordinate
system. The specifications for the horizontal control of DFIRM data files are consistent with those
required for mapping at a scale of 1:12,000.

The purpose of this interim product is to provide much of the same information as the paper FIRM
while moving toward compliance with the specifications found in “Guidelines and Specifications
for Flood Hazard Mapping Partners, Appendix L: Guidance for Preparing Draft Digital Data and
DFIRM Database”.

The FIRM is the basis for floodplain management, mitigation, and insurance activities for the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). Insurance applications include enforcement of the
mandatory purchase requirement of the Flood Disaster Protection Act, which "... requires the
purchase of flood insurance by property owners who are being assisted by Federal programs or
by Federally supervised, regulated or insured agencies or institutions in the acquisition or
improvement of land facilities located or to be located in identified areas having special flood
hazards," Section 2(b) (4) of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973. In addition to the
identification of Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs), the risk zones shown on the FIRMs are the
basis for the establishment of premium rates for flood coverage offered through the NFIP.

The DFIRM Database presents the flood risk information depicted on the FIRM in a digital format
suitable for use in electronic mapping applications. The DFIRM database is a subset of the Digital
FIS database that serves to archive the information collected during the FIS.

The hardcopy FIRM and DFIRM and the accompanying FISs are the official designation of
SFHAs and Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) for the NFIP. For the purposes of the NFIP, changes
to the flood risk information published by FEMA may only be performed by FEMA and through the
mechanisms established in the NFIP regulations (44 CFR Parts 59-78). These digital data are
produced in conjunction with the hardcopy FIRMs and generally match the hardcopy map exactly.
However the hardcopy flood maps and flood profiles are the authoritative documents for the
NFIP.

More details regarding this data can be found in the metadata files contained in each counties Zip
file. Questions regarding this data can be addressed to:

David B. Knipe, PE, CFM
Engineering Section Manager (Central)
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Water
402 W. Washington St., Rm. W264
Indianapolis, IN 46204
P: (317) 232-4160

(877) 928-3755
F: (317) 233-4579
E: dknipe@dnr.in.gov



