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Child Services (DCS) will contact the law enforcement agency in the
jurisdiction to request a joint assessment (investigation).
» DCS will conduct joint assessments (investigations) with Law Enfp
(LEA) when child abuse/neglect (CA/N) allegations include, buj
+ Child fatalities and near fatalities {see separate poilcy
Assessments (investigations)

« Child sexual abuse (see separate policy, Statutd A/N for legal

definition of sexual abuse)
. Allegatlons involving persons o

-' , DCS will not act as Law Enforcement by
or the sole purpose of a criminal assessment

If LEA is able¥
the FCM will: ¢

fespond within the assessment (investigation) timeframe required by DCS,

+ Arrange a pre-interview conference with LEA to discuss the allegations and a plan for
the interview and other assessment (investigation) activities.

» (Cooperate with LEA to complete all steps necessary in a routine CA/N assessment
(investigation). See separate policy, Conducting the Assessment (Investigation).

If LEA is unable to respond within the assessment (Envestigétion) timeframe required by DCS,

the FCM will:
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» Document in the assessment (investigation) files the request that was made to LEA for a
joint assessment (investigation) (date of request and to whom it was sent).

s Proceed with the assessment (investigation) as required.

« Anticipate that LEA may join the DCS assessment {investigation) at any time during the
process.

FCMs will:
+ Stay in regular contact with LEA, including providing copies of all pertinent CA/N
assessment (investigation) files, when LEA and DCS are investigati
» Follow local agreements and protocols to resolve any conflicts betw
about differing methods of assessment (investigation).
» Testify at criminal hearings when subpoenaed to do so.

RELATED INFORMATION

Rationale for Joint Assessments (Investigations)

evidence. A joint assessment (investigation
assistance to the victim and/or family.

DCS Participation in Joint Interwews
When conducting a joint intervi
observe) to the extent practical

to conduct the interview
under criminal law ar
FCM must immediat
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