INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES
9 l‘t CHILD WELFARE POLICY

INDIANA Chapter 10: Adoption Effective Date: May 1, 2020

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD Section 19: Continuations, Terminations, _
NINI@Rl and Suspensions of Adoption Assistance Version: 6
Periodic Payments

[ STATEMENTS OF PURPOSE

Continuation of Adoption Assistance Agreements after a Youth
Age

adoption assistance after turning 18 years old. Ninety (90) cal
18t birthday, the DCS Central Eligibility Unit (CEU) will se n"Application for Continuation

will also provide instructions for applying for a continuation of theyperiodic payment past the
tinued when the youth
ilable upon approval of a
completed application and demonstration of certain‘€riterja as specified within this policy.

must be received by DCS CEU at le galendar days prior to the youth’s 18t birthday.
The application includes the statut igibi A
assistance, depending on the ty ign subsidy the youth receives. The application
also includes instructions for doc '

inuation Beyond Age 18 or Termination of Adoption Agreement letter and the
dministrative Review Indiana Adoption Program (SF 54348) will subsequently be
e adoptive parent to notify the parent of the youth’s ineligibility.

The youth or adoptive parent shall promptly notify DCS of any change in the youth’s
circumstances as it relates to the need for continuation of periodic payments, including but
not limited to:
1. Any change in the nature or scope of legal, financial, or other supportthe adoptive
parent provides for the youth (e.g., living expenses, medical needs, and/or

DCS Chapter 10 Section 19: Continuations, Terminations, and Suspensions of Adoption Assistance
Periodic Payments Page 10of 5


http://forms.in.gov/download.aspx?id=9709

necessary care and level of supervision); or

2. Termination of enrollment in any school or educational program before
graduation or completion of the program (if applicable to the youth’s subsidy
type); and

3. Termination of employment or participation in a program or activity designed to
promote or remove barriers to employment (if applicable to the youth’s subsidy

type).

Continuation of County Adoption Subsidy (CAS) and State Adoption Subsidy
Adoption Assistance
CAS or SAS and Medicaid may be continued up to age 21 if a youth is enrolle
or post-secondary school.
Continuation of Adoption Assistance Program (AAP)
AAP and Medicaid may be continued up to age 21:

1. [REVISED] If the youth has “a mental or physical handicap which warrants the

continuation of assistance” because it significantly limitsghis/her se pporting
asin

capability (per the Severe Impairment Determination pr S); Oy
2. Under the Fostering Connections to Success and doptions Act of 2008
(Public Law 110-351) if:
a. The adoption was finalized on or after the child’s 16t Birthday (but before the
child’s 18t birthday); and
b. The youth continues to meet at least o
employment conditions:

tHe following educational or

i.  Enrolled in secondary educatiofor a program leading to an equivalent
credential;

ii. Enrolledin an instituti eh provides post-secondary or vocational
education;

iii. Participationin a
to employment;

iv.  Employed

v. [REVISE

ours per month; or
incap of doing any of the previously described educational
ivities due to a documented medical condition (per Severe

d be grounds for termination or suspension of the adoption
ment. If the adoptive parent fails to notify DCS CEU within 30 calendar

Sreceived for any month after the date of the occurrence.

Unlessptherwise determined by DCS CEU, all periodic payments provided under an
adoption assistance agreement shall cease when one (1) of the following occurs:

1. The child turns 18 years of age;

2. The child is emancipated;

3. The adoptive parentis no longer legally responsible for supporting

the child;

4. The adoptive parentis no longer providing financial support for the child;

5. The child is married;

6. The adoptive parent or the child dies;
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7. The child’s adoption is terminated;
8. The youth is on active duty in the United States armed services or National Guard for
more than 30 consecutive calendar days in a calendar year;
9. The adoptive parent requests termination of the periodic payment; or
10. The adoptive youth no longer meets the criteriafor the continuation of adoption
assistance periodic payments past the age of 18.

Note: Adoption Agreements continued beyond age 18 will terminate the day prior to
the youth’s 21st birthday, unless otherwise determined by CEU that the requir. nts
of continuation are not being met. Sixty (60) days prior to the youth’s 21st birthda
DCS CEU will send a notification to inform the adoptive parent the periogdieggaymen
and Medicaid will end.

All parents who have entered into adoption assistance agreements shall p& bmita
fully completed Adoption Program Status Report, at the request of DGS, e youth
remains eligible for assistance. The Adoption Program Status Report'shallbe submitted to
DCS CEU by the due date listed on the report.

DCS will administratively suspend payments provided und anNor?assistance agreement
if:
1. A determination is made that the adoptive parent iS n@ loRger providing legal or financial
support for the child; or
2. DCS requests information based on circurfist s not related to the periodic adoption
program status report process and DCS is n@t abl@ to establish contact with the parent
to determine if the parent remains legally or fi ally responsible for the child. See
Related Information for indicators® ial support.

DCS will mail a Notice of Administr
and Request for Administrative
adoption assistance payment at |

spension of Adoption Assistance Periodic Payment
d Adoption Program (SF 54348) to suspend the
before suspending a payment.

If the adoptive parentre legal or financial support of the child, DCS will end the
suspension and continu

1. Send a copy of the appropriate Application for Continuation of Adoption
Agreement Beyond Age 18, based on the type of adoption assistance the youth
receives, to the youth’s adoptive parent 90 calendar days prior to the youth’s 18t
birthday;

2. Review the Application for Continuation of Adoption Agreement Beyond 18, the
documentation received, and the Severe Impairment Determination process (if

applicable) to determine if the youth continues to be eligible for a periodic payment;
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3. Complete the Notice of Continuation Beyond Age 18 or Termination of
Adoption Agreement form;

4. Send the determination to the parent along with the Request for Administrative
Review (SF 54348) formif the request for continuation beyond age 18 is
denied;

5. Change the end date in KidTraks to the day before the youth’s 21stbirthday based
on the youth’s continued eligibility for assistance; and

6. Send an email to the DCS Medicaid Enrollment Unit (MEU) at
MedicaidUnit@dcs.in.gov to advise if Medicaid should remain open or shoul
closed.

Termination or Administrative Suspension of Adoption Assistance
The DCS CEU will:

1. Review the Adoption Program Status Report or other updated i e
youth’s current circumstances to determine whether the yout
eligible for adoption assistance;

2. Complete and send the Notice of Continuation Beyond Age 18 or ination of

Adoption Agreement or Notice of Administrative Suspe of Agoption

Assistance Periodic Payment (whichever is applic and Request for

Administrative Review (SF 54348) form (if applic e adoptive parent;
3. Stop the payments in KidTraks if the youth is no longer eligible for adoption

4. Send an email to the DCS MEU at Medical cé.in.gov to inform them that
the youth is no longer eligible forMedicaid (MA8) ifthe adoption assistance
payment is terminated. See Relate ation for indicators of financial support;
and

tis administratively suspended, the child

NOTE: If the adoption assistancegay
will remain eligible for Medicaid"

5. Maintain the Adopti Status Report or information provided by the
adoptive parent Qr youth, supports terminating or administratively
suspending the ad@ptiof,assistance.

ion Program Status Report -Available via CEU

pplication for Continuation of Adoption Agreement Beyond Age 18 for Recipients

of Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) -Available via CEU

3. Application for Continuation of Adoption Agreement Beyond Age Eighteen (18) for
Recipients of Adoption Assistance Program (AAP-Older Youth)-Available via CEU

4. Application for Continuation of Adoption Agreement Beyond Age Eighteen (18)for
Recipients of Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) and County Adoption Subsidy
(CAS) Combined Subsidies -Available via CEU

5. Application for Continuation of Adoption Agreement Beyond Age Eighteen (18) for
Recipients of State Adoption Subsidy (SAS) or County Adoption Subsidy (CAS) —
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Available via CEU

6. Notice of Continuation Beyond Age 18 or Termination of Adoption Agreement —
Available via CEU

7. Request for Administrative Review Indiana Adoption Program (SF 54348)

8. Notice of Administrative Suspension of Adoption Assistance Periodic Payment-Available
via CEU

9. Severe Impairment Determination Process Tool — Available via CEU

| RELATED INFORMATION

Application for Continuati
beyond age 18 are based on the type of assistance the youth is receiving &

the Application for Continuation of Adoption Agreement sentto the p
the youth’s 18t birthday.

Severe Impairment Determination
A process utilized when determining whether a child under the agéyof twé (2), who is not a

member of a sibling group, is eligible for adoption assista

If te doptive parnt i no Iger providing fian a

the child:
1. The parentis paying child s
2. The parentis making regul

an equivalent monet

a. Family therapy;

b. Tuition,

c. Clothing

d. Maintena special equipment in the home, or
e.

Ser@ child’s special needs, such as occupational, physical, or speech
therapy.
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