Proposed Amendment to the Indiana Code of Judicial Conduct (July 2022)

Rule 2.17: Broadcasting of Proceedings

Execeptwith-priorapprovalofthe lndiana-Supreme Court—aA judge shall prohibit broadcasting,

televising, recording, or taking photographs in the courtroom and areas immediately adjacent

thereto-during-sessions-of- courtorrecessesbetween-sessions—except-that. However, a judge

may authorize:

(1) the use of electronic or photographic means for the presentation of evidence, for the
perpetuation of a record, or for other purposes of judicial administration;

(2) the broadcasting, televising, recording, or photographing of investitive; or ceremonial-ef
naturatization proceedings;

3)
pﬁeeeeelmg&uﬁelepthe—ieuewﬂg#eendmensthe broadcastlnq, teIewsmq, recorqu, or

photographing of court proceedings or the courtroom by members of the news media under
the following conditions with judicial approval:

(a) the means of recording will not distract participants or impair the dignity of the
proceedings; and

(b) the broadcasting is restricted to non-confidential proceedings.the-parties-have

COMMENT

[11 Under paragraph (3) of this Rule, the judge has discretion to approve or deny a request for
broadcast of a court proceeding. If the judge allows broadcast, the judge has discretion to
interrupt or stop the coverage if he or she deems the interruption or stoppage appropriate. The
judge also has discretion to limit or terminate broadcast at any time during the proceeding.

[2]1 News media is defined as persons employed by or representing a newspaper, periodical,
press association, radio station, television station, or wire service and covered by Ind. Code § 34-
46-4-1. Representatives of news media organizations may be required to wear identification. The
judge has discretion to determine who is admitted as news media and under what conditions.
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Members of the general public are prohibited from broadcasting, recording, or photographing
court proceedings.

[3]1 All civil and criminal proceedings are eligible for broadcast by the news media, except for
proceedings closed to the public, either by state statute or Indiana Supreme Court rules. No
broadcast of a court proceeding is allowed without authorization from the judge. All authorized
broadcast coverage of a court proceeding must comply with the Indiana Rules of Professional
Conduct and the Indiana Code of Judicial Conduct. The judge must prohibit media broadcast of
minors, juvenile matters, sex-offense victims, jurors, attorney-client communications, bench
conferences, and materials on counsel tables and judicial bench. The judge has discretion to
deny broadcast coverage of a witness for safety concerns.

[4] A judge may require news media to submit requests to broadcast a trial court proceeding in
advance of the court proceeding. The judge has discretion to modify the notice period. The
judge will provide a copy of the request to the counsel of record and parties appearing without
counsel. The judge must post notice in the courtroom that news media personnel may be
present for broadcast of court proceedings, and filming, photographing, and recording is limited
to the authorized news media personnel.




