STRENGTHENING
”  INDIANA FAMILIES
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Our Vision

Strong and caring communities throughout Indiana where families have equitable access to the resources they need to be
connected and safe.

Program Description

° Strengthening Indiana Families (SIF) is a five-year project primarily funded by the federal Children’s Bureau,
Administration for Children and Families, through its Community Collaborations initiative.

. SIF is one of thirteen sites across the country funded by the Children’s Bureau to design, implement and evaluate
strategies for the primary prevention of child maltreatment

. SIF focuses on the implementation and evaluation of a continuum of community-based services and supports
designed to improve the safety and well-being of families in four counties Indiana, including Delaware, Grant,
Madison and Tipton Counties.

. Intended to prevent formal entry of children into foster care, SIF is being carried out in collaboration with a number
of community partners including the Indiana Department of Child Services, Indiana State Department of Health,
Children’s Bureau, Inc. (implementing partner), Prevent Child Abuse Indiana, Indiana Family and Social Services
Administration, CASA, Commission on Improving the Status of Children in Indiana, Indiana Library Federation,
Corporation for Supportive Housing, courts, and local municipalities and agencies. Families and youth with
experience in the foster care system are integral to SIF's design and implementation.

Strengthening Indiana Familes (SIF)
has 3 areas of activities

1. Development and operation of | 2. Public awareness campaigns 3. Increased cross-system

family (Kids don’t come with instructions. | collaborationin support of child
resource centers We are here to help) maltreatment prevention
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/media/press/new-funding-announced-for-primary-child-maltreatment-prevention-and-community-based-partnerships
https://strengtheninginfamilies.org/

Family Resource Centers

SIF partners will pilot four family resource centers, located in target counties.

Will be located in places where families already go (e.g., libraries, recreation centers, schools, etc.)

Staffed by members of the community with operational support from SIF partners (Children’s Bureau, Inc.)

Designed to provide easy access to a range of services and supports

Multiple providers and community partners will offer services and supports at the family resource centers (e.g., tutoring
programs, notary services, parent training, tax preparation, etc.)

Eligibility criteria for supports and services will be as broad as funding allows

Public Awareness Campaigns

Public awareness campaigns will use traditional advertising (e.g., social media) as well as the use of family fun events to
bring the community together and let families know about resource centers in their neighborhood

A campaign will be organized around the theme of “Kids Don’t Come with Instructions. We are here to help” in an effort
to normalize the need for parenting supports and parenting skills training at various developmental stages

Cross-Systems Collaboration

SIF steering committee members will enhance cross-system collaboration to advance primary prevention of child
maltreatment

Evaluate current alignment of resources to identify duplication of services

Explore ways to align funding and services in support of grant activities and according to family needs

Indiana University School of Social Work °
Children’s Bureau, Inc.

Indiana Department of Child Services

Indiana Department of Health

Legal community: Indiana Supreme Court, Indiana
Criminal Justice Institute, Indiana Prosecuting
Attorney’s Council, Indiana State office of GAL/CASA,
Indiana Department of Corrections

. Prevent Child Abuse Indiana ° Corporation for Supportive Housing

° Commission on Improving the Status of Children ° Indiana Housing and Community Development

o Indiana Family and Social Service Administration Authority

. Indiana Coalition against Domestic Violence ° Indiana Library Federation

. Foster care alumni ° IU Health

® Parents with lived experience ° Local municipalities and agencies, public schools, parks

Susana Mariscal, Ph.D.

Project Director

sumari@iu.edu

and recreation, behavioral health, and more

Bryan Victor, Ph.D.
Project Evaluator
bgvictor@iu.edu

Angel Crone, MPH
Project Coordinator
ads5@iu.edu

Tashia Weaver
TWeaver@childrensbureau.org

(765)-729-5845
Address: 905 S Walnut St.
Muncie, IN 47302
Follow us on Facebook!

Christina Chandler
cchandler@childrensbureau.org
(765)-660-2128
Address: The Real Community
Covenant Church, 1240 S Adams
St. Marion IN 46952
Follow us on Facebook!

Jessica Cartwright
jcartwright@childrensbureau.org

Alisha Armes
aarmes@childrensbureau.org

(765) 623-1527

Address: Madison County YMCA, 28

W 12th Street
Anderson, IN 46016
Follow us on Facebook!
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(765) 667-7001 Address: Trinity
Wesleyan Church, 3021 W State
Rd 28
Tipton, IN 46072
Follow us on Facebook!
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