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Overview
• What is the intent?
• What are the environmental consequences? 
• Who is impacted?
• What is used oil?
• What are the prohibitions?
• What are the regulations?
• How do I comply?
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Intent of Used Oil Management 
Rule 329 IAC 13

History 
• US EPA

– 1980’s considered making used oil a listed 
waste for disposal

– 1992 issued management standards for used 
oil that will be recycled

• Indiana 
– 1997 IDEM issued state-specific rule that 

mirrors federal rule 5



Intent of 329 IAC 13

• Encourage recycling
• Promote environmentally sound collection, 

storage & management
• Exclude as a hazardous waste unless 

mixed with a listed or characteristically 
hazardous waste
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Market Incentives to Recycle 
Based on Economic Trends
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Generator Used Motor Oil Prices, $/Gallon - Used Oil Management & 
Beneficial Reuse, December 2020 – U.S. Department of Energy



What are the environmental 
consequences?
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• You dump it, you drink it. Consider 
these facts:
– One gallon of oil can contaminate 

one million gallons of water
– One pint of oil released into a lake or 

wetland can cover an acre of surface 
water

• Used oil can contain a variety of 
contaminants including heavy 
metals and organic compounds



Who is impacted?
Categories of Used Oil 
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Generator/
Collection 
Center

Transporter
/Transfer 
Facility

Processor/
Re-refiner

Off-Spec 
Burner

Marketer

Labels     N/A

Release 
Cleanup

    N/A

EPA ID 
Number and 
Notification

   

Tracking    



Who is impacted?
Those who maintain . . .

• Passenger cars
• Motorcycles
• Marine
• Power generation
• Trucks & Buses
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Who is impacted?

• Tractors
• Combines
• Harrows
• Corn-pickers
• Balers
• Seeders
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Who is impacted?
Those who maintain . . .



Who is impacted?
Those who maintain . . .

• Manufacturing equipment
– Compressors
– Transformers
– Hydraulic components
– CNC & other types of metal fabricating equipment
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Article 13 Used Oil Management
13-3: Applicability
13-4: Generators
13-5: Collection centers/Aggregation points
13-6: Transporters & transfer facilities
13-7: Processors
13-8: Burning off-specification used oil
13-9: Fuel Marketers
13-10: Dust suppressant and Disposal
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What is Used Oil*?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

There are three criteria
1. Origin
2. Use
3. Contamination
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*Derived from the Latin word “Oleum” which is derived from the Greek word 
“Elaion” meaning “olive oil”



What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

1. Any oil refined from
• Crude oil*
• Synthetic oil** (e.g., derived from coal, 

shale or polymers)
• Excludes animal & vegetable oils***

16

* A mixture of hydrocarbons that exists in liquid phase in natural underground reservoirs and remains liquid at 
atmospheric pressure after passing through surface separating facilities.

** Synthetic lubricants can be manufactured using chemically modified petroleum components rather than 
whole crude oil.
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Could the Material in this Container 
be Managed as Used Oil?
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Could the Material in this Container 
be Managed as Used Oil?
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

2. Used as a
• Lubricant
• Hydraulic fluid
• Heat (non-contact) transfer fluid

Excludes petroleum-based solvents used 
for its solvent-based properties, e.g., 
solubilize (dissolve)
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

Examples - lubricants
• Used oil from vehicles
• Metalworking oil/coolants
• Emulsions (two immiscible liquids & 

emulsifier or surfactant)

20



Used Oil from Vehicles
Examples – lubricants
• Differential fluid
• Motor oil
• Transmission fluid
• Brake fluid
• Used oil drained from vehicle filters
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Used Oil from Vehicles
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

Examples – hydraulic fluids
• Transmission fluid
• Excavators and backhoes
• Industrial machinery
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

Examples – heat transfer fluids
• Metalworking oil/coolants
• Heat transfer
• Refrigeration oils
• Electrical insulating oils
• Quench oil
• Excludes antifreeze
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

3. Contaminated by physical or chemical 
impurities
• e.g., high water content
• e.g., lead, halogens or other hazardous 

constituents
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

Contaminated used crankcase oil
• Additive breakdown products – e.g., 

Barium & Zinc
• Engine “blow-by”
• Metal particles from engine wear – e.g., 

Arsenic, Lead, Nickel & Cadmium
• Poly Aromatic Hydrocarbons
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What is Used Oil?
as regulated by 329 IAC 13

Other factors
• Used oil mixed with other wastes
• PCBs
• Materials mixed with used oil
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Generator mixing used oil with 
hazardous waste

• Used oil & characteristically* hazardous 
waste might result in more hazardous 
waste

• Used oil & listed hazardous waste results 
in more hazardous waste

• Mixing might be considered treatment 
requiring a permit 

28
* And certain waste listed only for characteristics of ignitability, corrosivity and/or 
reactivity 



Generator mixing used oil with 
hazardous waste

• Some metalworking oils contain 
chlorinated additives

• Some refrigeration system compressor oils 
contain CFCs

• Used oil containing more than 1,000 ppm 
total halogens is presumed to be 
hazardous
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Very Small Quantity Generator 
(VSQG) of hazardous waste

• Mixing is allowable until it changes the 
hazardous waste generator status

• Used oil recyclers typically prefer used oil 
which has not been mixed

• Generator status could change
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Electrical Insulating Oils Containing 
PCBs* - 40 CFR 761

• Transformers, capacitors, voltage 
regulators, etc.

• Manufactured from 1929 to 1979
• < 2 ppm – can be managed as used oil
• 2-49 ppm – can be burned at a qualified 

incinerator 
• Any concentration can go to a facility with 

a PCB permit
31

* Polychlorinated Biphenyls



PCBs – 40 CFR 761
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Materials contaminated with or 
containing used oil

• If the used oil is properly drained or 
removed from the material
– No longer considered used oil
– Dispose as hazardous or solid waste

• Used oil drained from material is regulated 
as used oil

• Materials containing or contaminated and 
burned for energy recovery are regulated 
as used oil (fuel oil)
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Oily Waste Rags
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Oil filter crusher
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Some shops may utilize an oil filter crusher that presses the filter under high pressure 
and squeezes the oil out. The device reduces used filters to 25 percent of their original 
size—about the size of a hockey puck.



Crushed oil filters
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Managing Metal Turnings Laden 
with Coolant
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Prohibitions
• Used oil cannot be managed in 

impoundments
• Used oil cannot be used as a dust 

suppressant
• Off-spec fuel may be burned for energy 

recovery at:
– Industrial furnace (40 CFR 260.10)
– Boiler (see 329 IAC 13 for specifics)
– Used oil space heater (see 329 13-4-4)

• Hazardous waste incinerator 38



Who is the Generator?

“. . . any person, by site, whose act or 
process produces used oil or whose act 
first causes used oil to become subject 
to regulation.”  329 IAC 13-2-24 definition 
of used oil generator
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Generator Exclusions

• Households
• Vessels at sea
• Mixtures with diesel fuel used in a 

generator’s vehicle
• Farmers generating an average of 25 

gallons or less per month
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Should I consider?
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Burning Allowances in a 0.5 
MMBtu/hour Space Heater

• Used oil generated by the owner or 
operator

• Used oil received from a household
• Combustion gases are vented to the 

ambient air*
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* The OSHA PEL for Carbon Monoxide is 50 parts per 
million (ppm).



Burning Allowances in a 0.5 
MMBtu/hour Space Heater

43Used oil burner used for building heat



Generator Exclusions from 
becoming a processor *

• Filtering, cleaning or reconditioning for 
reuse or burning in a space heater

• Decanting used oil & water for discharge 
of water to the sanitary sewer and/or reuse

44
* used oil generated onsite



Generator Exclusions from 
becoming a processor *

• Used oil mist collectors
• Segregating used oil from other materials 

to improve recyclability

45

* used oil generated onsite



How do generators store used oil? 

• Containers - Good condition
• Labeling – “Used Oil”
• Release clean-up
• Secondary containment – not required
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Unlabeled Used Oil Tote
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What Happens if this Valve Fails?
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Maybe?
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And?
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Not properly labeled with the words 
“Used Oil”
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Correctly labeled with the words 
“Used Oil”
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Condition of storage drums



Being Prepared Helps
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Who is the Used Oil Transporter?
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Who is the Used Oil Transporter?

• Operates under an EPA ID
• Transports used oil to processors, re-

refiners, off-specification used oil burners

56



Exceptions to Using a Transporter 
with an EPA ID

• Used oil generated onsite
• Used oil generated by a household
• No more than 55-gallons at any time
• May be moved to an aggregation point 

owned or operated by the generator
• As part of a tolling agreement
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Used Oil Transfer to a Transport 
Vehicle

58



Used Oil Transfer to a Transport 
Vehicle
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Who is the Collection Center and 
Aggregation Point?
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Who is the Collection Center and 
Aggregation Point?

• Accepts, aggregates & stores used oil 
from a generator and household

• Accepts shipments of no more than 55-
gallons

• Adheres to generator practices
• Possibly registered, licensed or permitted
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Who is the Collection Center and 
Aggregation Point?

Any potential 
problems?
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What could go wrong?
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What could go wrong?
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What could go wrong?
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What could go wrong?
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Who is the Used Oil Processor & 
Re-Refiner?

• Operates under an EPA ID
• Reclaims used oil for reuse
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Who is the Used Oil Processor?
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Who is the Off-Specification 
Used Oil Burner?

• Operates under an EPA ID
• Used oil burned for energy recovery
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Who is the Fuel Marketer?
• Directs shipment of off-specification used 

oil to off-specification used oil burner
• First claims the used oil meets the used oil  

specifications (329 IAC 13-3-2)

70



Used Oil as a Dust Suppressant 
329 IAC 13-10-3

“The use of used oil as a dust 
suppressant is prohibited in accordance 
with IC 13-30-2-1(14)”
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Tote storage – secondary 
containment – what are the risks?



What is a spill (327 IAC 2-6.1-4)?

• any unexpected, … discharge or other 
loss of petroleum, hazardous substances, 
extremely hazardous substances, or 
objectionable substances. 

• The term does not include releases to 
impermeable surfaces when the 
substance does not migrate off the 
surface or penetrate the surface….



What is a spill (327 IAC 2-6.1-4)?

• Typically, the use of secondary 
containment provides for a respite to 
respond to any release

• Certain exclusions, e.g., spills of less 
than one pound or one pint are also not 
reportable except...



What is a reportable spill (327 
IAC 2-6.1-5 (facility) & 2-6.1-6 

(transportation)?
• Any spill for which a spill response has 

not been done.
• “Spill response”, for purposes of this 

rule, means the spill is contained & free 
material is removed or neutralized.



Emergency Response Spills Reported
Excerpt from November 2020 to September 2021 *

• Transformer oil – 2
• Soybean oil – 3
• Petroleum & hydraulic fluid – 56
• Oil & grease – 11
• Motor oil – 52
• Mineral oil - 11
* https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanups/investigation-and-cleanup-
programs/emergency-response/ 



Any cause for alarm?
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Compressor oil – Can I ignore it?



Spill response pack located on a 
wall in case of need



Other Potential Requirements

• Spill Prevention, Control & 
Countermeasure (SPCC) – 40 CFR 112

• Underground Storage Tanks – 40 CFR 
280

• Fire codes
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Would this require an SPCC plan?

81

Four (4) used oil drums and 1,000-gallon used oil AST located inside the building



In Conclusion, Conservation and 
Recycling of the Nation’s used oil
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• extends the life of U.S. crude oil 
resources,

• reduces the likelihood of improperly 
disposed used oil contaminating the 
environment and

• is energy efficient, as it can take less 
energy to recycle used oil.



Key Take Aways
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• Segregate – some used oil, e.g., 
synthetic, is more valuable than other 
used oil

• Know your risks – containment
• Have a plan – spill response
• Use a transporter with an EPA ID
• Know the destination



Thank You!
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• Cathy Csatari
• Susan Lowry
• Joe Neuklis
• George Ritchotte
• Brian Smith
• Matthew Peterschmidt



CTAP is a mouse click away



Empowering Indiana businesses with 
environmental compliance 

assistance that is:

Free and confidential

Non-regulatory

Multimedia



CTAP Hotline 
and Online 

Portal
Site 

Assessments Training Online 
Resources

CTAP Services

Contact CTAP to:
• Receive timely assistance with interpreting a rule or permit 

requirement.
• Determine what steps are needed to obtain a permit to 

operate or modify processes.
• Ask general environmental regulatory or compliance questions
• Request a site assessment.

Or call our hotline: 317-232-8172  or 800-988-7901

Submit a confidential request via CTAP’s online portal: 
portal.idem.IN.gov.
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New CTAP Online Portal
IDEM has launched a new Compliance and Technical Assistance Program 
online portal through Access Indiana. This new portal is a secure online 
system that makes it easier for businesses and organizations to request 
confidential assistance regarding environmental regulations, compliance, 
and permitting.

In the new CTAP portal, businesses, companies, organizations, and 
individuals can:

 Create a secure account and submit confidential requests directly.
 Request confidential site assessments for your business or specific 

equipment/processes.
 Communicate and track interactions with CTAP staff.
 Invite collaborators within the company or designated consultants to 

access and view the CTAP request and recommendations.
 Provide feedback to the CTAP team through surveys.

To submit a confidential request using the new CTAP portal, 
visit portal.idem.IN.gov.



Available Services 

Check the 
Available Services 
to see a list of all 
online services 
utilizing the Access 
Indiana login
(https://www.in.gov
/access/available-
services.html).

https://www.in.gov/access/



https://portal.idem.in.gov/

CTAP online portal can also be accessed through IDEM’s electronic 
resources.

New CTAP Online Portal



Questions?



IDEM Resources

• https://www.in.gov/idem/waste/hazardous-
waste/used-oil/

• https://www.in.gov/idem/waste/files/hw_used_oil
_rule.pdf
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EPA Resources - PCBs

• Learn about Polychlorinated Biphenyls -
https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/learn-about-
polychlorinated-biphenyls-pcbs

• Preventing & Detecting PCB Contamination is 
Used Oil - Managing Used Oil: 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022
-04/pcbs_in_used_oil_fact_sheet_corrected2.pdf
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EPA Resources - PCBs

• PCB Cleanup & Disposal Guidance -
https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/pcb-cleanup-and-
disposal-guidance-interpretive-letters-issued-
epa

• PCB Commercial & Disposal Facilities -
https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/list-approved-
polychlorinated-biphenyl-pcb-commercial-
storage-and-disposal-facilities

94



EPA Resources

• Managing Used Oil: FAQ -
https://www.epa.gov/hw/managing-used-oil-
answers-frequent-questions-businesses

• RCRA Info -
https://enviro.epa.gov/facts/rcrainfo/search.html

• RCRA Online -
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcraonline/
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How to be a better sleuth
Tips for using RCRAInfo and RCRA Online



What is that?

• RCRAInfo
– US EPA database supporting RCRA
– Hazardous waste handlers including used oil

• RCRA Online
– US EPA database that indexes thousands of 

letters, publications, questions and answers
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Search Results – in part



104

Search Results – Excel
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Ackerman Oil Storage
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Ackerman Oil Storage
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Ackerman Oil Storage

https://www.ackoil.com/
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Metalworking Lubricants
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Metalworking Lubricants
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Metalworking Lubricants
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Metalworking Lubricants



112https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcraonline/



113

Search Results – in part
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Search Results 
sorting by date
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Search Results – Memo Detail
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Search Results – Memo
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Advanced Search
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Advanced Search
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Advanced Search
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. . .



EPA RCRA Online
examples of what can be discovered

• Specification used oil fuel -
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcraonline/details.xhtm
l?rcra=12554

• Used oil fired space heaters -
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/14280.pdf

• Mixing hazardous waste with used oil -
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/files/12567.pdf
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You can always reach out to 
CTAP for help!


